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) ITACTHUPCBKE IIOCJIAHHA )
YKPATHCBHKOI'O KATOJIMIIBKOI'O €ITAPXA TOPOHTA I CXIJTHOI KAHAJTHA
3 HAT'OJIY ITPASHUKA PI3/IBA XPHICTOBOI'O 2023 POKY BOXKOI'O

Xpucmoc Poowcoemves! Crasivo Hozo!
Hopori Bpatu i Cectpu B XpucTi, € Hapia aas 6e3qoMHux!

IIpeasiunuii Bor HapoOIKYETHCS cepe)] Hac ChoroHi! S yacTo craparocs mepekoHaTH ceOe, 1o S HacIpaB/Ii 3HAT0, IO
1€ 3HAYUTh, 1 KOYKHOTO POKY S Bce DIHOIIE 3pOCTAIO B OIiHIOBaHHI HACKLUTbKH BOT Hac IOOHTH B Iiil He30aTHEHHI i
nofii. Jlap CHUIKYBaHHS € 3aBHHEHHH y apyHKY pouHi. Och I0JapyHOK — criuIKyBaHHs. He Oyt camomy.
CriskyBaHHS JapyeThes. Bor MOCTiifHO o4iKye HAM THXIIIOTO IICTOTY 3alPOIICHHS Y Ballle CePIIe KOMKHOT XBHITHHI
KOYKHOTO JHS. BiH MparHe CUTKYBaHHS 3 BAMH.

IIpaBAHBOTO CIIKYBAHHS HE MOKHA KyITHTH YH 3aCIYKHTH. JIJIS IIbOTO MOTPIOHO TEPIETHBOCTH, JJACKABOCTH, 1
MPOIIEHHS. BYTH Y CIIUJIKYBaHHI 3 iHIIIUMHE € HAHOLTBII OCHOBHOO MOTPEOOI0 KOKHOI JIEoAuHH. CII0YaTKY, BOHO
JIAPYETHCSI HAM Y KOHTSKCTi POAUHH, a OTICIIS MOIMMPIOETHCS T0 iHImMX. OTKe, e Tpareaist OyTH Oe3IMHHM, 1€ JIIOTH
HE MOKYTh PO3BHUBATH Oy/[b-SIKE CIIJIKYBAHHS.

IIpuTyI0K — Il 3aXHUCT BiJ Oypi, 3MMHU Ta Tostoay. OJHAK, MaTH JiM € mock Outhine. [ToHax MaTepiaabHi MOTPEOH, TiM
3aCIOKOIOE CYCHUIBHUH T0JION 1 AYXOBHY CIIPary JIEOACHKOI ITHOCTH. [HINMMH CIIOBAMH, KO>KHA JIFOHHA TIOTPEOye
3HATH, IO il 0a4aTh, 3HAIOTh, BBAXKAIOTh, UYIOTh, PO3YMIIOTh, BKIIOYAIOTH, IO i MOTPiOHO MPOCHTH MPOILEHHS, Ta IO
KO>KHa JTFOHA TIOBHHHA 3a3HATH PAJ0CTi KO TMOA€ MPOIICHHS iHIHM. 1Ie 0CHOBHI MOTPEOH JIOACHKOTO AyXy. Yce
CTIPSIMOBaHE Ha BiTHOBJICHHS JIoOporo chinkyBaHHs. Yce! I e e napom Bijg bora, Xpucta-Jlutari, SIkuit
HAPOJDKYEThCS HE3AXHIICHAM, OE3/JOMHHM, BTiKafOUH BiJl IEPECIiTy BAHHS Ta IIIyKAIOYH JTEIOOOBH.

IIpecesra Tpoiind -- ne JOCKOHATHIT BUSIB clIUTKyBaHHS boskux OciO, Ta bor nojgae mogapynok [Ipecssaroi Poxunu Ha
came PizgBo. XpHCTOC 3HAE, SIK 1€ — OOPOTUCS 3 IOTAHHMH CTOCYHKaMH, 0COOJIMBO KOJIH JIFOHHA MaJia NOTaHHI ICHb
1 HEe MOYKE HA3BATH Hi MiCII€ JJOMOM, Hi poauHy JoMoM. [TocTymoBoO BTpayaroyud JiM a00 MHTTEBA HEOOXITHICTh TIKATH
3 TOTO, 10 OYJI0 BalllM JOMOM, MOPYIIY€E BCE Iie. AJle, SIKUil MUp OyIeTe MaTH; SKHI MHp BH HapeIlTi OyAeTe MaTH,
KOJTH BH OyJeTe MaTH SKHHCH MPHTYIIOK, OO BH 3pEIITOI0 MOTIIH IONPAIIOBATH HaJl THM, II00 MicIie Ta Jroei
Ha3HBATH «TOMOM». JIIOAIM NOTpiOHA HE MPOCTO ajipeca. BoHH MOTPeOYIOTH HA/lilO, OXOPOHY, BHTOTY, Ta PaJiCTh.
Bce 1e ymoauHi mogae giM.

V 1e Pizgpo OyapMo roTOBi OTPHMATH AAPYHOK, SIKOTO MOYKHA BIIKPHTH KOXKHOTO PaHKY, KOKHOTO BEUOpa, KOJKHOTO
JTHS BIIPOJOBK LUTOTO POKy. Po3ropHiMo Lieit mogapyHok cioBoM «JloOpuii AeHb». By ipMo OIIDKHIME SIK O TOIT
JIoOpuii caMapstHHH OYB 0 JIOUHH, SIKY TIOKHHYJIH Kpaii qoporu. ITutyroun natpiapxa Csgtocnapa, I'aBy
Vxpaincpkoi I'peko-Katomuuskoi Llepksu, skuii Tak mumre: “TIJIBKH OJTHA PIY SAJIMITIUTLCS TBOEIO —1E
TE, ITO T HAB YBOI'MIM” (3 IHacmupcoxozo [locnanns 2022).

O6xapoBani Xpuctom-JIutsatkoM Ta [IpecBsitoro PoguHoro, BigkpuiiMo Hami cepug Ao [Ipecearoi Boropoaui, SIka
PO3BHBae Hallle CITUTKyBaHHs 3 1i CiroM Ta 1 Borom. 3ycrpinpmo Jfockonamy Ocoly, Hesaxumiene JutaTko, [ocroza
i Cmacurens Hamoro Icyca Xpucta, SIKuii criacae Hac Biff EKJIa CAMOTHOCTH 1 ITOJJa€ HAM CITUTKYBaHHS 1 JTiM Yy
TIpecpsriit Tpoiiii.

He MaTH 5K0HOTO TPHUTYJIKY -- [e TepIiia MpodiieMa, ajie GUIbII Cepito3HOIO MPOBIEMOIO € HE MATH SIKOTOCH JA0MY. €
HaJis 1t 6e3qoMHUX. BH € miero Hafiero. Icyc -- sk Hezaxuimene Jutarko i yactuHa [IpecBsaroi PoauHu -- € Hajieo
Jutst Beix. Bu e Hafiero a7 kKorock moonu3y. Uu Bu GaxkaeTe OyTH BRIFOUSHUMU?
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2023 PASTORAL GREETINGS
FROM THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCH OF TORONTO AND EASTERN CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Toronto and Eastern Canada, Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
There is Hope for the Homeless!

God Eternal is born among us today! I often try to convince myself I really know what this means and every
year I grow to appreciate more deeply how much God loves us through this mind-boggling event. The gift of
RELATIONSHIP comes wrapped in the packaging of a family. That is the gift - Relationship. Not being alone.
Relationship is gifted. God continually awaits the least whispered invitation into our hearts at every moment of
every day. He thirsts for our response to His endless request.

True wholesome relationships can’t possibly be purchased or earned. They take patience, Kindness and
forgiveness. To be in relationship with others is the most fundamental need of every human being. Initially, it is
gifted to us in the context of the family and then spread to others. Therefore, what a tragedy to be homeless
where relationships cannot be nurtured by people.

Shelter is protection from bad weather, cold and hunger. Yet having a home is so much more! Beyond material
needs, a home feeds our social hunger and spiritual thirst for human dignity. That is to say, everyone needs to be
seen, to be known, to be acknowledged, to be heard, to be understood, to be included, to be hurt, to ask
forgiveness and everyone needs the joy of offering forgiveness to others. These are the basic needs of the human
spirit. Everything focuses on restoring good relationship. Everything! And this is the gift from God, the Christ
child, born vulnerable, homeless, fleeing persecution and seeking love.

The Trinity is the perfect loving relationship and God gives the gifi of the Holy Family at Christmas. Christ
knows what it's like to struggle with poor relationships and particularly when a person can’t call a place a home.
nor a family a home. Slowly losing or instantly having to flee what was your home disrupts all of this. Yet what
peace is found, oh, what peace is found when you have shelter, so that you can finally call a place and people
‘home’. People need more than just an address. They need hope, protection, refuge, comfort and joy. That is
what a home offers a person.

This Christmas let us be ready to receive the gift that can be opened every morning, every night and every day of
the year. Unwrap this gift with the words, “Hello™. Be a neighbour like the good Samaritan was to the person

left on the side of the road. To quote the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church they write,
“ONLY ONE THING WILL REMAIN YOURS ~ THAT WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN TO THE POOR "
(2022 Pastoral Letter)

Gifted with the Christ child and the Holy Family, let us open our hearts to the Mother of God who nurtures our
relationship with Her Son. Encounter the perfect person, a vulnerable baby, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
who saves us from the hell of loneliness and offers us a relationship and a home with the Trinity.

Not having shelter is the first problem but the more serious need is a home. There is hope for the homeless. You
are their hope. Jesus as a vulnerable baby and part of the Holy Family is the hope for all! You are this hope for
someone that comes to mind right now. Are you in?
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