Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg
YKpaiHcbka KaTtoAuubka Apxuenapxis B BiHHinery

2023 PASTORAL GREETINGS
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION
OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers,
Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada

Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!” (Luke 2:14)

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, we do so with a sense of wonder in
our hearts. The story of the birth of Jesus serves as a constant reminder of God’s love for us.

To express God’s boundless love for us, God appears among us in the person of his own
son, Jesus Christ. God with us. Emmanuel. And in this we rejoice!

This year, we celebrate Christmas in the midst of much unrest in the world, in Ukraine,
the Middle East and the Holy Land — the very birthplace of Our Saviour, Afghanistan, Central
African Republic, Ethiopia, Libya, Mali, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, and elsewhere.

Peace. We long for peace.

Jesus, at his birth, comes into the world as the Prince of Peace, in fulfillment of the
prophecy of Isaiah: “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace” (Isaiah 9: 6).

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He comes into the world as the great peacemaker among
humanity. He teaches in the Beatitudes, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God” (Matthew 5: 9). At his death, he tells his disciples, Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you” (John 14: 27).

On that very first Easter, we are told: “When it was evening on that day, the first day of
the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.”” (John 20: 19).

Alongside other powerful names such as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, and Eternal
Father, Jesus is given the title Prince of Peace, indicating one of His many roles — the One who
is the leader of peace and offers it to others.

As we celebrate Jesus’ birth this Christmas, let us thank God for the gift of peace. And let
us honour the Prince of Peace by continuing to be peacemakers in the world, starting within our
own families and among our friends and neighbours.

The story is told about an old rabbi who once asked his students how one could recognize
the time when night ends and day begins. One student asked, “Is it when, from a great distance,
you can tell a dog from a sheep?” “No,” said the rabbi. Another student asked, “Is it when, from

233 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V 1V7
Tel: (204) 338-7801 —ext. 4 Fax: (204) 339-4006 E-mail: chancellor@archeparchy.ca
www.archeparchy.ca



Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg

a great distance, you can tell a date palm from a fig tree?” “No,” said the rabbi. “Then,” the
students asked, “When is it?” The rabbi answered, “It is when you look into the face of any
human creature and see your brother or sister there. Until then, night is still with us.

Ah, to see brother or sister in all! This is the call of all humanity!

Yet, we live in a world that is all too often filled with horrific examples of communities
torn apart: hunger and starvation, ethnic cleansing, segregation, genocide, drug wars, tougher
immigration, and so on.

Still, there is plenty of food and work for everyone in the world if we but share our
common wealth and recognize that we are all brothers and sisters. We are not alone but are
related with others all around the world. We belong to the family of God, and it is the love of
God that binds us together.

This Christmas, we remember those that fight for peace in the world. We remember the
joy that peace brings, and we pray for peace and a for better world, especially in those places
where there is conflict today. We pray for a day when we can truly call each other brother and
sister.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, may Christ, truly bless you and
your family with peace, love and joy, now and in the New Year!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
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2023 TACTOPAJIBHE ITOCJIAHHA
YKPAIHCBKUX KATOJIMIIBKUX €EMMACKOIIIB KAHAJIA
HA PAJICHUHA TPA3HUK
PI3JIBA TOCHIOJA HAIIIOI'O ICYCA XPUCTA

BceuecHimmM oTIsIM, PEOg00HOMY MOHAIIIECTBY, OpaTraM Ta cectpam y XpHcTi!
Xpucroc Hapomuses! Crnasimo Horo!
«Cnasa na sucomax boey i na 3emui mup 1100am tio2o enododanusay (Jlk 2:14)
Hopori cectpu Ta 6parwu,

Komu mu cBarkyemo cBsito PizaBa XpucTtoBoro, Mu poOMMO II€ 3 MOUYYTTSAM IOAHMBY B
Hamwmx cepusx. [cTopis HapomkeHHs Icyca ciykUTh MOCTIHHUM HaragyBaHHSIM Ipo boxy mo6oB
710 Hac.

o6 BusiBuTH Oe3mexxHy boxy m060B 10 Hac, bor 3’sBisieTbest cepen HacC B 0co01 CBOTO
Cuna Icyca Xpucra. bor 3 namu. EMManyiin. [ mbomy mMu pajiemo!

I[poro poxy mu cBATkyemMo Pi3aBo mocepen BETHMKOT HECTaOUIBHOCTI Ta KOPCTOKOCTI Y
cBiTi, - B Ykpaini, Ha bmmspkomy Cxomi Ta Ha CBaTiii 3emii — Ha OaTbKIBIIMHI HAIIOTO
Cnacurens, B Adranicrani, LlentpansHoadpukancekiit Pecy6mini, Ediomii, Jlisii, Mani, Comaui,
[TiBnennomy Cynani. , Cupii Ta iHIIHX MiCIIfX.

Mup. Mu Tak nparaeMo Mupy.

Icyc, y wac cBOro HapoOJDKEHHS, NMPHUXOIUTh Yy CBIT K KHSA3b MHUpPY, Ha CIIOBHCHHS
npopoursa Icai: «/luts 6o Hapoaunoca HaMm, CUH AaHMi HaM; BJaja JEKUTh Ha Horo redax; i
Bin HazBanwmii [Topagaukom Yynaum, borom morytaiM, Otriem Bignocti, Kasizem mupy» (Ic. 9:6).

Icyc € Kusizem mupy. BiH npuxoauTh y CBIT K BEIHUKUH MUPOTBOPELb Cepel JTI0ACTBA. Y
Haripsniii mponoBini Xpucroc HaByae OnaxxeHCTBO: «brmakeHHI MUpPOTBOpII, 00 BOHH CHHAMHU
Boxumu HazByThCs» (MT. 5:9). Ilicnsa cmepTi Icyc kaxke cBoiM yuHsaM: «Mup 3aiuliai Bam; MUD
Mmiit nato Bam» (IB. 14:27). Ha Ty camy mepmry Ilacxy nam ckazano y Cesaromy Ilucanni: «Komu
HACTaB BeYip TOrO JHSA, MEPIIOro THS THUXKHS, 1 [BEpl AOMY, A€ 310panucs y4uHi, Oyau 3aMKHEHI 31
CTpaxy Inepeq 1oaesMu, npuimos Icyc i ctaB cepen HUX. 1 ckazaB iMm: Mup Bam!» (IB. 20:19).

[Topsan 3 iHIIKMMU BU3HAYHUMH iMeHaMu, TakuMmu sk Yynosuii [lopagnuk, Morythiii bor i
Biunnii Batbko, Icyc orpumas Tutyn Kusse Mupy, mo Bkasye Ha oxuy 3 Moro Garatbox poseit —
Toit, XTO € MpOBIAHUKOM MUPY 1 Aa€ HOTO 1HILIUM.

Cesarkyroun HapokeHHs Icyca mporo Pi3nBa, moasikyiimo borosi 3a gap mupy. | maBaiite
manyBatu KHsI3d Mupy, NpoIoBXKYIOUHM OYTH MHUPOTBOPLSIMH Y CBiTi, MOYMHAIOUM 3 HAIIUX
BJIACHUX POJIMH Ta CEpe]l HAIIUX JIPY3iB 1 CYCIIiB.

PosnoBigarote mpo craporo pabuHa, SKHUH SIKOCH 3allUTaB CBOiX YYHIB, SIK MOXHA
PO3Mi3HATH Yac, KOJU 3aKIHYYEThCS HIY 1 MOYMHAETHCS JeHb. OOUH CTyAeHT 3amuTaB: «Yu 1e
KOJIM Ha BENUKIiM BiJicTaHi MOXXHA BiAPI3HUTU coOaky Bix BiBUi?» «Hi», - ckazaB pabuH. [Hmmmii
CTYyZIeHT 3anuTaB: «Uu MOXKHa 3 BEJIHMKOi BIJICTaHI BiAPi3HUTH (iHIKOBY MaIbMy Bix (HiroBOro
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nepeBa?» «Hi», - ckazaB pabus. «Toi, - 3anmuTany CTyJIeHTH, - Koiu 1e?» Padun Biamosis: «lle
KOJM TU JUBUIICS B 00nHM4Ysi OyIb-SKOi JIOJCHKOI ICTOTH 1 OayuIl TaM CBOTO OpaTa 4u CecTpy.
Jlo TuX mip HiY 1€ 3 HAMU.»

Ax, mobGaunTu Opara uu cectpy B ychomy! Lle 3akimk BcboMy JItOCTBY!

[Ipore My KUBEMO y CBITi, SKUI HAJITO 9aCcTO CIIOBHEHWH JKaXJIMBUX MPUKIIAIIB PO3PUBY
CHIJIBHOT: BIMHM, TOJIOA 1 HEIOIMaHHS, CTHIYHI YHMCTKH, CEerperaifis, I€HOIW], HApKOBIHHH,
KOPCTKIIIA iMMIrpartisi, TOIIO.

Tum He MeHIIL, y CBiTi € OUTBII HIXK JOCTaTHBO 1K1 Ta POOOTH AJS BCiX, SKIIO MU TIJIBKU
MOrJIH O DUTUTHCA CIIJIBHUM 0araTCTBOM i BU3HAEMO, 110 BCi MU Opartu i cectpu. Mu HE caMOTHI,
MU TIOB’s13aHi 3 1HIIMMU y BCbOMY CBITi. Mu Hanexumo g0 boxoi poaunu, i qo6oB 1o bora
00’eTHyE HAac.

[lporo PizgBa Mu 3rajyeMo THX, XTO OOpeTbCs 3a MHp y CBiTi. MU mam’sTaemMo Ipo
panicTh, IKy IPUHOCHUTH MU, 1 MOJIHMMOCS 32 MUp 1 Kpalluid CBIT, OCOOJMBO B THX MICISIX, 1€
ChOTOJHI € BiliHH, 0c00MMBO B YKpaiHi. MU MonIMMOCS 3a JCHb, KOJU MU CIPaBai 3MOKEMO
HA3MBATH OJIHE OJTHOTO OpaToOM i1 CECTpOIo.

Cearkyrouu cBsiTo PizaBa Hamoro ['ocniona, Hexait Xpuctoc crpaBii 01arocioBUTh Bac 1
Ballly POJMHY MUPOM, JIFOOOB 10 1 pajicTio, choroHi Ta B HoBomy pori!

Xpucroc Haponuscs! Cnasimo Horo!

ano 6 epyons 2023 poky
Ha npaszuux ce. Muxonas Yyoomeopys, apxuenuckona Mup Jlikiticokux

+JIaBpenriii ['ynynix, YHCBB
MutpomnonuT-Apxuenuckon BiHHine3pkuii

+/laBua MoTiok (aBTOP)
€napx EnMOHTOHCHKHIT

+bpasn baiiga, HHI
€napx TopoHTOHCHKUI

+Muxaiino KBATKOBChKUI
€napx Hio Bectmincrepcbkuit

+Mmuxaino Cmomnincekuii, UHI
€napx-HomiHaHT CacKaTyHCHKHUH

+Amnapiii Pa6iit
€ruckon-noMiyHuk BiHHIIE3bKUNA

+Mmuxaiiiio Bisuap, HHI
€napx-emeputr CacKaTyHChKUH

+Crenan XMisip
€napx-emeput TOPOHTOHCHKHI




