MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, January 18 Ciuns, Henins 2026

Heoins npo 3axxes. [nac 7.

Csg. 1 apxuenn. Onekcanapivicbkux Atanacia i Kupuna
Zacchaeus Sunday. Tone 7.

St. Athanasius the Great and St. Cyril, archbishops of Alexandria.
Epistle / Amoctou - 1 Tumotes / 1 Timothy 4, 9-15
Gospel / €Banredie - JIyku / Luke 19, 1-10

Lay Participation: All baptized members are called to participate in the

Church’s mission, not just clergy.

The Catholic Church teaches that all baptized members, not just clergy, are called
to participate actively in its missionary work, a truth vividly illustrated in Luke
19:1-10, the story of Zacchaeus. At the parish level, this call to lay participation
empowers every member to share in Christ’s mission of salvation, bringing the
Gospel to others through their unique gifts and vocations. The encounter between
Jesus and Zacchaeus shows how ordinary individuals, transformed by Christ, can

become active participants in the Church’s mission.




In Luke 19:1-10, Zacchaeus, a wealthy tax collector, seeks to see Jesus and climbs
a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Him. Jesus notices him, calls him by name,
and invites Himself to Zacchaeus’ home, leading to his conversion: “Half of my
possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor” (Luke 19:8). This story highlights that
the mission begins with a personal encounter with Christ, available to all the
baptized, not just clergy. At a parish level, laypeople, like Zacchaeus, are invited to

respond to Jesus’ call through active engagement in the Church’s work.

el

Lay participation in a parish takes many forms. Baptism incorporates all members
into the Body of Christ, endowing them with the responsibility to evangelize and
serve (CCC 1268). Parishes rely on lay volunteers to lead ministries, such as
catechists teaching children, lectors proclaiming Scripture, or extraordinary
ministers of Holy Communion serving at Mass. For example, a layperson might

organize a food drive, mirroring Zacchaeus’ generosity to the poor, or lead a prayer
group to foster spiritual growth. These acts reflect the Church’s mission to bring

salvation to all, as Jesus declares, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save
what was lost” (Luke 19:10).

Moreover, laypeople extend the parish’s mission beyond its walls. In workplaces,
schools, or neighbourhoods, they evangelize through their witness of faith, charity,
and integrity. A parish might encourage this by offering formation programs to
equip laity for service. By embracing their call, laypeople transform their
communities, just as Zacchaeus transformed his life. Through active participation,



all baptized members become co-workers in Christ’s mission, bringing His love
and salvation to the world.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

St. Paul gives us a general glimpse of how baptized Christians participate in the
work of Christ’s salvific mission. “The gifts he (Christ) gave were that some would
be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity,
to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” Ephesians 4: 11-13 Within a church
community, aside from the roles mentioned by St. Paul, there are countless other
ways for parishioners to offer their time and talents for the building up of the
parish.

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week let us ask ourselves: “What role do I play in
the building up of my church community? What more can I do?”



Yuacte MupsH: YCi OXpEIIEH! € MOKJIMKaHl Oparh y4acTb y MicCli
LlepkBu, a HE IUIIE 1YXOBEHCTBO.

Karonuupka lLlepkBa BUWTh, LI0 BCl OXpELIEHI, @ HE JMILE JyXOBEHCTBO €
MOKJIMKaHI aKTUBHO OpaTH ydacTb y ii MICIMHIM JISJIBHOCTI, ILIO $ICKPAaBO
umocTpyerbest B €Banrenmii Big Jlykm 19:1-10, y ictopii mpo 3axxes. Ha
napadisIbHOMY PiBHI LIEH 3aKJIUK 0 y4acTl MUPSIH J1a€ 3MOTY KOKHOMY ii YjeHy
JOJYyYUTUCA 0 Micii XpUCTa LIOJ0 CHACIHHA, HeCyyd €BaHTesl€ IHIIUM 4epes
CBOi yHIKaJbHI Japu Ta MOKJIMKaHHA. 3ycTpid MiXK IcycoMm 1 3akxeeM mokasye, siK
3BUYAliHI JIIOIH, NEPETBOPEH] XPUCTOM, MOXKYTh CTAaTH AKTUBHUMH YYaCHUKAMH
Micii [{epksu.

VY Jlykm 19:1-10 3akxeii, 6aratuii mutap, nparse nobauutu Icyca i 3ana3uTh Ha
CMOKOBHHITIO, 1100 Juie nomissHyTd Ha Hporo. Icyc momivae iioro, Ha3uBae 1o
iMeH1 Ta 3anpoirye Cebe 10 nomy 3akxes, 110 IPU3BOAUTH 10 MOro HaBEPHEHHS:
«ITomoBuny MaitHa moro, locnomu, s Bigmam yoorum» (Jlyku 19:8). Lla ictopis
MIIKPECITIOE, M0 MICisl MOYMHAETHCS 3 ocobucToi 3yctpidi 3 Icycom Xpucrtowm,
JIOCTYITHOT BCIM OXpEIIEHUM, a He JIMIIe TyXOoBeHCTBY. Ha mapadissibHOMY piBHI
MUPSIHU, MOAIOHO A0 3aKxes, 3alpollyIOThCsS BIANOBICTH HAa 3aKJIMK Icyca uepes
aKTUBHY y4JacTh y mpaii [lepksu.

Yyacte MupsH y napadii mae 6araro gopm. XpelieHHs! BKIIOUA€ BCIX YIEHIB Y
Tino XpucroBe, HaAUISIIOYM iX BIiAMOBIJAIBHICTIO €BAHTENI3yBaTH Ta CIYKUTH
(KKLL 1268). Ilapadii mokmanaroTbCcsi Ha BOJOHTEPIB-MUPSH, SIKI OYOIIOIOTH



PI3HOTO POy CIYXKIHHS, HAIllPUKJIaJ, KaTEeXUTIB, 110 HABYAIOTh JITEH, YUTIIIB, SKi
nporoJjomytoTe Ilucanus, abo sk MM MaeMo y Jedkux napadisx, HaJ3BUYATHUX
cayxureniB Cestoro [lpuuacts, mo pomomaraioTh TiJ 4Yac bokeCTBEHHOI
Jlityprii. Hampuknaa, MHUpPSHUH MOXe oOpraHidyBaTu 30ip HPOAYKTIB,
B1I00Opakarouu MEeApICTh 3akxed A0 O1IHHUX, a0 BECTH MOJIUTOBHY Tpymy Jis
CHpHSTHHS TyXOBHOMY 3pocTaHHto. L1 nii BimoOpaxatots micito LlepkBu nmpuHecTn
CHaciHHs BCIM, siK mporojiocuB Icyc: «Cun JIronchkuil mpunIoB mIyKaTH 1 CracTu
Te, 1o 3arunynao» (Jlyku 19:10).

binbmie Toro, MUpSHU MOMIMPIOIOTH Micito mapadii 3a ii mexi. Ha pobori, y
HIKOJIaX YU B CYCIICBKMX I'pOMaJlaX BOHHU €BAHIENI3yIOTh YEPE3 CBOE CBITUCHHS
BipU, MUJIOCEPIA Ta YeCHOrO KUTTs. [lapadis Moxe 3a0X04yBaTu i€, MPOIMOHYIOUH
dbopmariiftHi porpaMu IS MATOTOBKH MUPSIH A0 chyXiHHs. [Ipuitmaroun cBoe
NOKJIMKAHHSI, MUPSIHU NIEPETBOPIOIOTH CBOI I'POMaJH, MOAIOHO 10 TOTO, K 3aKXei
3MIHUB CBO€ XUTTA. Yepe3 aKTHUBHY ydacTh YyCi OXpelleHl CTawTh
criBIpaNiBHAKaMH y Micii Xpucra, Hecyun Moro moGoB i criacinus y CBiT.

JNOAATKOBA MEJIUTALIA:

Ceatuii [laBno gae Ham 3arajibHe YSIBJICHHS TPO Te, K OXPEIICHI XPUCTUSHU
OepyTh y4acTh y crpaBi cacuTenbHo1 Micii Xpucrta. «bo napu, sxi Bin (Xpucroc)
naB, OyJiyd Taki: OfH1 OyJy armoCTOJIaMH, 1HIII - MPOPOKAMHU, 1HIII - €BAHTEIICTAMH,
HIII - MACTUPSAMH Ta BUUTEISAMH, IOO MPUTOTYBATH CBATHX HA IO CIYKIHHS, Ha
30yayBaHHS TiTa XPUCTOBOTO, XK TIOKHW BCl MU HE IPHUUIEMO J0 €IHOCTI BipU Ta
ni3HaHHs CuHa boxoro, 10 3p1j0CTi, 10 MIpU MOBHOTH XPHUCTOBO1». Edecsn 4:11-13
VY 1uepkoBHIN Tpomaiai, OKpiM poJiei, 3rajaHux cBaTuM [laBioMm, icHye Oe3miu
IHIIUX crmocoOiB i mapadisH MPUCBATUTH CBIM 4Yac 1 TajdaHTH 30yayBaHHIO
napadii.

3AXO/IU IBOT'O TUKHS: 1{poro TvKHS AaBaiTe 3aIUTaEMO cebe: «SKy posib
s Bigirpato y 30yayBaHH1 Mo€i niepkoBHOT rpomanu? o s e Moxy 3po0ouTu?»



