MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, March, bepe3nsi, Hexiss 15, 2026
Heoins uemeepma Benuxoco Ilocmy, npenodobrozco leana Jlicmeuunuxa. Iac 7.
CB. M4. Araris 1 3 HUIM IIIECTH MYY.

The Fourth Sunday in Great Lent: St. John of the Ladder. Tone 7.
Martyr Agapius and other six with him, at Caesarea in Palestine

Epistle / Amoctou - €speis / Hebrews 6, 13-20
Gospel / €Banreinie - Mapka / Mark 9, 17-31

Thursday, March 19 bepe3us, Yersep 2026
Benukuii nokassHHHI KaHOH cBATOro AHapes Kputcbkoro
The Penitential Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

Education and Catechesis: Teaching the faith i1s a core missionary
activity to form disciples.

The Catholic Church’s missionary teaching emphasizes education and catechesis as
core activities to form disciples, a mission vividly embodied at the parish level and
illuminated by the Gospel of Mark 9:17-31. In this passage, Jesus heals a boy
possessed by a spirit, teaching His disciples about faith, prayer, and perseverance.
Parishes fulfill this mission by providing robust catechetical programs, sacramental
preparation, and community formation, guiding all members to deepen their faith

and live as Christ’s disciples.



In Mark 9:17-31, a father pleads for Jesus to heal his son, lamenting the disciples’
failure to cast out the spirit. Jesus responds, “Everything is possible to one who has

faith” (Mark 9:23), and later instructs His disciples that “this kind can only come out
through prayer” (Mark 9:29). This story underscores the importance of teaching the
faith to strengthen belief and dependence on God. Parishes, as primary centers for
catechesis, are called to educate their communities, fostering the faith needed to
encounter Christ and live out His teachings, as outlined in the Catechism:

“Catechesis is an education in the faith... which leads to the fullness of Christian
life” (CCC 4).

At the parish level, education and catechesis take many forms. Religious education
programs for children, such as CCD, use stories like Mark 9 to teach about trust in

God’s power. Adult faith formation, through Bible studies or Lectio Divina, explores
the Gospel’'s call to prayer and perseverance, helping parishioners apply these
lessons to modern challenges. For example, a parish might offer a Lenten series on

Mark 9, encouraging reflection on faith in times of struggle. Sacramental
preparation, like First Communion or Confirmation classes, deepens understanding

of Christ’s healing presence, forming disciples who live Eucharistic lives.



Parishes also foster catechesis through community life. Homilies connect Mark’s

teachings to daily faith, urging parishioners to trust in God’s power, as the father did.
Small faith-sharing groups provide spaces to discuss Scripture, strengthening
communal bonds and personal commitment. Additionally, parishes engage families,
equipping parents as primary catechists to pass on the faith at home.

By prioritizing education and catechesis, parishes emulate Jesus’ teaching in Mark
9:17-31, forming disciples who grow in faith and prayer. Through classes,
sacraments, and community, they equip believers to live as witnesses to Christ,

fulfilling the Church’s mission to make disciples of all nations.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

One of the saddest realities in many of our Ukrainian Catholic Parishes is inattention
to continuing faith formation. The prevailing mindset is that once a child has been
prepared for First Confession and Solemn Holy Communion, that child’s faith
education 1s complete. This is a big mistake, which results in children growing up to
be adults who have limited faith formation and possibly very little connection with
the Church. Subsequently, due to the lack of qualified catechists and faith-filled
volunteers, our parishes often fail to provide catechetical programmes for children
beyond the Solemn Holy Communion stage as well as for teens and adults. This
failure does not bode well for the future of our Church!

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week, let us rethink our attitudes toward
continuing religious education. Let us pray for vocations to ministry in catechesis!
But mostly let us utilize every resource available to us — the Bible, catechetical
books and on-line resources — in order to grow in faith and understanding.



OcBiTa Ta karexmsamisi: HaBuaHHS BIpHM € OCHOBHOIO MICIHHOIO
TISUTBHICTIO JJ1s1 JOPMYBaHHS YUHIB.

Miciitne BuenHs Katonuimpkoi LlepkBu Harosoirye Ha OCBITI Ta KaTexu3ailii sK
OCHOBHMX [ISIBHOCTAX i1 (OpMyBaHHS XPUCTOBUX Y4YHIB, IIO SICKPaBO
BTUTIOETBCA Ha PiBHI mapadii Ta ocBITIIOeThCs €BaHremem Big Mapka 9:17-31. VY
IbOMY YpPUBKY IcyC 3L1II0€ XJIOMIIsl, ONEPKUMOI0 JyXOM, HABUYAaIOUM CBOIX YUHIB
PO Bipy, MOJUTBY Ta BUTpUBANICTh. [lapadii BUKOHYIOTH 110 MICiI0, Ha/Ial0Yu MILIHI
KaTeXUTUYHI IPOrpaMu, MIATOTOBKY 10 TaiHCTB 1 (hOpMaIlit0 CIIJIbHOTH, CKEPOBYIOUH
BCIX WJIEHIB JI0 OTJIMOJICHHS BIPH Ta KUTTS SIK YUHIB XPHUCTA.

Y Mapka 9:17-31 Oarbko Onarae Icyca 3minuTu HOro cuHa, Hapikaroud Ha
HECIIPOMOXHICTh y4YHIB BUTHATH ayxa. Icyc BiamoBigae: «Bce MOXIMBE TOMY, XTO
Bipye» (Mp. 9:23), a mi3Hile HaCcTaBIsIE CBOIX YYHIB, 110 «IIE€W PiJl MOKHA BUTHATH
TUIBKM MOJUTBOIO 1 moctom» (Mp. 9:29). Lls icTopis MiIKPECTIOE€ Ba)KIUBICTh
HaBUaHHS BipW I 3MIIIHEHHs Bipu Ta 3anexHocTi Big bora. Ilapadii, sik ocHOBHI
HEHTPH KaTexu3allli, MOKJIMKaH1 HaBYaTH CBOI IPOMaJId, BUXOBYIOUYH Bipy, HEOOXITHY
s 3ycTpiui 3 XpucToM i uTTa 3a Moro BueHHsAM, sK 3a3HaueHO B Karexmsmi:
«Karexuzarmiss — 1me ocBiTa y Bipi... siKa Bele A0 TMOBHOTH XPHUCTUSHCHKOTO
wxutTs» (KK 4).

Ha piBHi mapadii ocita Ta karexu3aiis MaioTh 0araro ¢popm. [Iporpamu pemiriitnoi
OCBITU JJIsl JIITE€H, TaKl SIK KaTEeXUTUYHI 3aHSTTS, BUKOPUCTOBYIOTH 1CTOpIi, MOAI0HI
no Mapka 9, mo0 HaBuatu mnpo naoBipy 10 boxoi cumu. ®@opmaiis Bipu s
Jnopociaux 4depe3 010iiH1 CTymii Yu JICKIO IBiHA MOCTIIKYE 3aKJIUK €BaHTEINIs 10
MOJIUTBU Ta BUTPUBAJIOCTI, JOMIOMaraio4u napadgisHaM 3acCTOCOBYBATH LI YPOKU JI0
CydyaCHUX >KUTTEBUX BHUKIMKIB. Hampukmaa, mapadis Moxe 3amponoHyBaTH
BEJIMKOIIOCHY CEpil0 TyXOBHHUX HAayK Ha OCHOBI Mapka 9, 3a0X0ouyrouu 10 po3ayMiB
npo Bipy B yacu O6oporbOu. IliaroroBka a0 TaiHCTB, SK-0T 3aHATTS 10 Ilepuioro



[Ipyuacts un MuponomaszaHHs, NOMIUOIIOE PO3YMIHHS LUIIOLIOI MPUCYTHOCTI
Xpucra, GOpMyIOUH YUHIB, 5Kl )KMBYTb €BXapUCTIMHUM >KUTTSAM.

[Tapadii TakoX CHOPUSAIOTH KaTexm3ailii dYepe3 JKUTTA CHUTbHOTH. IlpomoBimi
MOB’A3yI0Th BYEHHS Mapka 3 TOBCAKISHHOI BIPOIO, 3aKjIWKarodu mapadisH
noBipsaTucs boxiit cwm, sk 1e 3poowB Oarbko. HeBenuki rpymu oOMiHY Biporo
HAJAI0Th MPOCTip At oOroBopeHHs [lucanHs, 3MINHIOIOYM CIITLHOTHI 3B’SI3KH Ta
ocobucty BiggaHicTb. KpiM Toro, mapadii 3aiy4aroTs ciM’i, CIIOpsKaodu OaThbKiB
SK TEPIINX KaTeXUTIB, 00 MepeaaBaTu CBOIM JITSAM BIpY BJIOMA.

[IpiopuTeTHO CTaBISAYMCH IO OCBITU Ta Karexuzarllii, napadii HaCIAyIOTh HaBYaHHS
Icyca B Mapka 9:17-31, ¢popMytoun y4uHiB, K1 3pOCTarOTh Yy Bipi Ta MoiUTBI. Yepes
3aHATTA, TAiHCTBAa Ta CIUIBHOTY BOHHU CIOPSKAIOTh BIPYIOUMX KUTH K CBIJIKH
XpucTta, BUKOHYIOUH Micito LlepkBu poOUTH yUHSMHU BC1 HAPOIH.

JOJATKOBA MEJIUTALIA:

Onna 3 HaWCYMHIMMX peaniil y OararbOX HAIIUX YKPATHCHKUX KaTOJUIIBKUX
napadisx — 11e HeyBara j0 6e3nepepBHoro popmysanHs Bipu. [lepeBakae nymka, 1o
nicias miarotoBku autuau Ao Ilepmoi Crnosiai Ta Ypouucrtoro Cesitoro Ilpuyacts ii
peniriiina ocpita 3aBepiieHa. lle Beamka moMmiiKa, Sika MPHU3BOAUTH JO TOTO, IO
TITH BUPOCTAIOTH JOPOCIUMH 3 OOMEKEHUM (HOPMYBAHHIM BipH Ta, MOKIIHBO, JTyXKeE
MaiauMm 3B's3koM 3 LlepkBoro. 3rogoMm, depe3 Opak KBasipIKOBaHMX KaTEXWTIB Ta
CIIOBHEHUX BIpH BOJIOHTEPIB, HaIIl mapadii 4acTo He 3a0€3MeUyI0Th KaTeXUTUIHUX
nporpam Jjis aitedt micns Ypouuctoro Cesitoro [IpuyacTs, a Takox JIs MJTITKIB Ta
nopociux. L{g HeBaua He Billye HIYOro A00poro Juist MailOyTHboro Hamoi Llepksu!

3ABJAHHS NBOI'O TUKHS: [{poro THXHS NEPEOCMUCITIMO HAIllE CTABJICHHS
10 Oe3rnepepBHOI peniriiHoi ocBiTU. [lomoiMocs 3a MOKIUMKAHHS JO CIYXIHHS B
KaTexu3alii! AJie TOJIOBHE — BHUKOPHCTOBYBAaTH KOXEH JOCTYNHUNA HaM pecypc —
bi0Onito, KaTeXWTUYHI KHUTUM Ta OHJAWH-pecypcu — WI00 3pocTard y BIpi Ta
PO3YMIHHI.



