2026 PASTORAL LETTER OF THE
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE
FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and
Brothers, Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Canada,

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He Is Risen!

As we approach the great feast of Easter, which our Catechism rightly describes as the
“feast of feasts” (Christ our Pascha, 559), we want to engage in joyful preparation. Yet, for
many of us, the desire for the natural happiness of the season is clouded with the war in
Ukraine and other looming wars and the social and moral uncertainly in our own society.

At such a time, we may come to feel powerless, whether in our own

personal lives, or gathered with others in the midst of the society in which

we presently find ourselves. We are somewhat like the Lord’s disciples at the time of the
Passion - standing at a distance, confused and afraid, observing an unthinkable turn of
events. Or like the Mother of God and the women and John at the foot of the cross
standing helplessly gazing upon the King of Kings Who sacrifices all because of His
love for us. However, no matter what we may be feeling in the present day, history tells
us that dark times do eventually pass and even the most barbarous wars always end.

Our comfort, however, is not derived from waiting for an inevitable better wave of human
civilization. We derive peace from the light of our Christian faith. Christ clearly gives to
us a message of hope and new life. He demonstrated this through His life-giving
passion and resurrection that we celebrate especially in this season. This message of
hope and courage is found in His living Word and pervades the teachings of His
Church. We are invited to learn this message well and to participate in its salvific power
by sharing it throughout our world which so desperately needs to hear this message
today.

One of the most dramatic and impressive liturgical practices that we have in our Church
year is what happens in the wee hours between Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. We
enter a darkened church and venerate the plashchanytsya (burial shroud of Christ) and
contemplate that sad mystery of the Lord’s plan for our salvation. The shroud is taken
away to the sanctuary and we exit the church, leaving behind the trappings of death and
sorrow - the cross of execution, the tomb, the mournful purple coverings. As we are
leaving, the cantors begin to solemnly chant the hymn that speaks of the angels already
singing about the resurrection of the Saviour. We ask the Lord if we upon the earth may
join with them in their song, as our own souls cry out to enter into that joy.



We procession around the church in the chilly darkness before sunrise. We stand at the
closed doors of the church and proclaim, repeatedly, our faith and trust in the
resurrection. After the priest resolutely knocks thrice on the doors, they are flung open
and we joyfully enter into a new reality. The tomb is moved aside, and the somber
trimmings are replaced by bright candles, flowers and embroidery. The whole
congregation boldly and joyously sings the proclamation that Christ is risen! Death is
conquered! and the grave will never be an end to life. Our Lord, by His own love and
sacrifice, has won this for us.

May each of the faithful throughout our Church and beyond have such an uplifting
experience! May our Easter morning experience — as grandiose or humble as it may be
- give each of us the joy and hope that we need for our times. As of late not a few have
wondered if we are passing through the challenges described in the 24th chapter of
Matthew’s Gospel. Nevertheless, in this Paschal season, let us allow ourselves to also
contemplate his 28th chapter. For we are called to always remember that our Lord came
into our hopeless world to lead us into the light of a new and resurrected life with Him
where suffering passes and death is no more. “... for Christ our God has taken us from
death to life, and from earth to heaven!” (Ode 1, Canon of Pascha).

The blessing of the Resurrected Lord be upon all of you!
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NACTUPCBKE NMOCJIAHHA 2026 POKY
E€MUCKOMIB YKPAIHCbKOI KATONULbKOI LLEPKBU B KAHALlI 3 HAroau
CBATA BOCKPECIHHA rOCrNoAA HALLOIo

Bcecsitnilwomy oyXOBEHCTBY, MOHALLECTBY,
BoronocBsyeHUM cecTtpam i bpatam, ceMiHapucTam
Ta BipHUM MupAHam YkpaiHcbkol Katonuubkoi Liepkeu B KaHagi,

XpucTtoc Bockpec! BoictuHy Bockpec!

Habnwkatounce o senukoro cesata lMacxm, ske Haw Katexmsam Hasmeae «[1pasHukis
npasHuk» (Xpucmoc - Hawa [lacxa, 559), Mu rotyemocsa OO HbOro 3 pagicTio. Ane gns
BaraTbOX i3 HacC Us pafdicTb 3aTbMapeHa BilHOK B YKpaiHi, 3arpo3amu iHWKUX BOEH, a
TaKOX HEMEBHICTI0O Ta ocnabrneHHsaM MopanbHUX OPIEHTMPIB Y CepedoBMLi, WO Hac
OTOMYE.

Y Taki yacu noguMHa moxe BigdyBaTu 6e3cunns - y BnacHOMy XUTTi abo cepep iHLWKX
nogen y cycninbCtei, Ae BoHa uBe. Mu nopibHi 0o yyHiB Xpucta nig yac Woro
CTpacTen: CTOIMO OCTOpPOHb, PO3rybrieHi 1M HansdkaHi, He po3yMilo4nm TOro, Lo
BinOyBaeTbca. ABo sk boxxa Matu, XiHku Ta WNoaH 6ins XpecTa - ANBUMOCS | HE MOXXEMO
Hi4yoro 3miHnTK, 6avauu, sik Nocnoapb Bigaae Cebe 3 nobosi 4o Hac. lNpoTte, Wwo 6 Mu He
BigYyBanu cbOrofHi, AOCBIf ICTOpii MOKa3ye: TEMHI Yacu MUHATb, i HaBiTb HaMBaXdi
BiHWN 3aBepLUYIOTHCA.

Haw cnokin He noxoauTb Bi4 O4iKyBaHHS, WO CBIT cam no cobi ctaHe kpawwum. Mwu
3Haxo4uMo MUp Yy CBIiTNI HaWoi Bipn. XpMUCTOC Aa€e HaM HaAito i HoBe XUTTS. BiH nokasas
ue yepes CBOI CTpacTi i BOCKPECiHHSA, SIKi MM 0COBNMBO nepexmBaemMo y uen yac. Lle
CNoBO Hapii uBe y €BaHrenii i B HaB4aHHi LlepkBn. Mn noknukaHi noro 3po3ymitu i
XUTWU HAM, OiNSMUCb HUM 3i CBITOM, SIKMA CbOroAHi LibOro noTpebye.

OaHMM i3 HaUCUMBHILWMX MOMEHTIB LIEPKOBHOIO POKY € Hid Mixk Benukowo Cy6ototo i
BenukogHem. Mu BxognmMo 4o TEMHOrO Xpamy, BLUaHOBYEMO nawaHuuio i po3gyMmyemo
Hag TUM, Wo XpUctoc 3pobumB Ans Haworo cnaciHHs. NoTim MNMnawaHnuo nepeHocsaTb
00 BiBTaps, i MM BUXOAUMO 3 XpaMmy, 3anuiuatoydm nosagy 3Hakm cMepTi | CMYTKY - XPecT,
rpi6, TemHi GarpsiHi nokpmeu. Konu BMXOAMMO, AAKM MNOYMHAKOTb YPOYMCTO criBaTu
CTUXUPU, SIKMN pO3Kasye NPO aHreniB, AKi BXe chiBatoTb NPO BOCKpPeCiHHA Cnacutens.
Mwu npocumo ocnoga, Ym MOXeMO MU, Ha 3emni, NPUEQHATUCHA A0 LbOro aHrenbCbKoro
xopy, 60 Halwi BrnacHi gyLwi BonawTb YBIATK B L0 pagiCTb.

Mun obxogmMmo Xxpam Yy MpPOXOSIOAHIN nepeacsBiTaHKkoBin TempsaBi. CTtaemo nepeq
3a4MHEHUMN OBepuMa i 3HOBY MPOrosiolyEMO Hally Bipy Y BOCKPeCiHHS. CBSALEHHUK
Tpudi CTyKae y OBepi, BOHU BIiOKPUBAKOTLCHA, i MU BXOOMMO A0 XpaMy BXe 3 iHLUM
pPO3yMiHHAM. [pi6 BiaCyHEHU, TempsiBa 3MIHIOETbCSA CBITNIOM - CBiYKaMu, KBiTamu,
BULLNTUMMU pYLUHUKaAMW. YCH ChinbHOTa CMINMBO Ta pafdiCHO CrniBa€ NPOrosiowyoyu:
Xpuctoc Bockpec! CmepTb nepemoxeHa. | rpib Ginblwe He € KiHueM XuTTa. [ocnogb
CBoeto ntobOB'10 i XXepTBOKO AaB HaM Le.



Hexan koxeH y Llepksi Ta 3a il mexxamn nepexuse uen aocsig. Hexan BenukgeHb - yun
CKPOMHWI, Y1 YPOUUCTUI - 4aCTb HaM Ty pagiCTb i Hagito, Aki NoTpibHi cboroHi. barato
XTO OyMae, WO MU XMBEMO Y Yacax, Npo AKi ckazaHo B 24 po3aini €saHrenia Big Mates.
Ane B uUen nacxanbHU 4Yac BapTO TakoX noamButuca Ha 28 posain. bo lNocnogb
NPUALLIOB Y HaLL CBIT, WOo6 BMBECTM HAC A0 HOBOIO XUTTS 3 HUM, oe cTpaxaaHHA MUHae
i cMepTi GinbLue HemMae. «...Big cmepTn 60 OO0 XUTTS, i Big 3emni 4o Hebec, Xpuctoc bor
Hac nepesiB!» ([MicHs 1, KaHoH lacxu).

BnarocnoBeHHs1 Bockpecnoro Nocnoaa Haworo Ha Bcix Bac!

+ JlaBpeHTin MNyuynsk, YCBB, Apxienuckon i Mutpononut BiHHiINne3bkui
+ JaBung MoTiok, €nnckon EOMOHTOHCBKUIA

+ bpasH banga, YHI, €nnckon TopoHTo | CxigHol KaHagu

+ Muxanno KeatkoBcbkui, €nmnckon Heto-BecTtMiHCTEPCbKIMIA

+ Muxanno CmonuHcbkun, YHI, €nmnckon CackaTyHCbKui

+ AHgpin Pabin, €nuckon-noMivHmnK BiHHINE3bKkun

+ Muxanno Bisyap, YHI, €nnckon-emeput CackaTyHCbKUI

BugaHo 29 6epesHsa 2026 poky
BepbHa Heginsa



