2025 PASTORAL LETTER OF THE
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION
OF THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:  Christ is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen!

Let us recall a time in our lives when we longed to belong... A person visited Ukraine many years ago for the
first time. When he returned to Canada, people asked, “what was it like?”” With some difficulty, he struggled for
words to describe what it meant to him and how it felt. He ended by saying that the trip completed him in a way
he didn’t know he was incomplete— to visit the people and places of his heritage and cultural roots. He
discovered that he belonged. Is there a moment in your life when you became aware that you ‘longed to belong’?

Each time we celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation, the sacrament of the Eucharist, indeed each time we
celebrate Easter, we come just a bit closer to understanding this mystery of ‘longing to belong’. God fashioned us
to belong in loving relationships, especially within the immeasurable, uninterrupted, and eternal Life of the
Trinity. In a sense, death is the hopelessness of not belonging to God and never knowing His eternal friendship.
However, the Resurrection is God’s free offering to us, a resurrection from this type of death, from the feeling of
not belonging to God!

Yet, our fragile faith requires effort on our part. Distractions and temptations often lead us to doubt this profound
truth. Where is the Body of Christ in the midst of the uncertainty in life that comes from greed, empty promises,
political strife, natural disasters, imprisonment, loss of limbs, loss of peace of mind, war, and death? We are
sometimes overwhelmed by loneliness and being incomplete.

Today, however, Jesus offers us the Body of Christ, the faithful, people in our families, parishes, and religious
communities. The Holy Spirit chooses to dwell in each person. Despite many weaknesses, we are chosen by God
to help one another reflect on this truth and experience it in tangible ways. Jesus Christ is Truth. The Body of
Christ is Truth. And we are part of that Truth. That is where we belong. When do we feel this most deeply? We
belong the most when we welcome others and remind them that they, too, belong to the Body of Christ, the
Church. In truth, God created us with this deep desire to belong, a ‘longing to belong’. In Him, ‘we are completed
in a way that perhaps we didn’t know we were incomplete’.

Our experience of the Risen Lord is a journey of discovering how we belong — with each confession and every
time we receive the Eucharist, with every psalm and hymn that we sing. Every time | forgive someone from my
heart, | relive and witness to the resurrection of Jesus. He said the greatest commandments in the Gospel are...
“you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”” (MK 12:29-31 NRSV)

As members of the Body of Christ, may each of us humbly ask for the grace to continue to acknowledge the
desire of every human heart, the desire to belong and to participate in the eternal Life of the Trinity. In this Body,
the Theotokos is ‘our hope, our protection, our refuge, our comfort, and our joy’. During this Year of Jubilee of
Hope, may we celebrate this awareness of everyone’s ‘longing to belong’. As members of the Body of Christ,
may God bring hope to others through each of us, our families, and our communities.

Sincerely Yours in the Risen Lord!
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IMACTUPCBHKE IOCJAHHS €EMMUCKOIIIB
YKPATHCBHKOI KATOJIMIIBKOI IIEPKBU KAHAJIA
3 HATOJM CBSTA BOCKPECIHHSI TOCIHIOJTHBOT' O 2025 P.B.

BceuecHimmM OTIISIM, TIPETIOAOOHUM YESHIISIM 1 YSPHUIISIM, CEMIHApUCTaM i MUpSIHaM Y KpaiHcbkoi KaTomuipkoi
Uepxsu B Kanani: Xpucmoc sockpec! - Boicmuny éockpec!

3rajialtMo MOMEHT Y )KUTTi, KOJI MU MParHy/iu OyTH YaCTHHOIO YOroCk... barato pokiB TOMy OJIMH YOJIOBIK yIepiie
y CBOEMY KHUTTI BifBigaB Ykpainy. Konu Bin nmoBepHyBes 10 Kanaawm, mronu 3anutyBanu: «Sk e 6ymno?» Bin 3
TPYIHOIIAMH ITiIOUPaB CIOBA, 00 OMHUCATH, IO IIe IS HhOTO 03HAYAJO 1 SKi BiT4yTTs BUKIHKaN0. HaocTaHOK BiH
CKaszaB, IO 115 MOJ0POXK 3aIIOBHUIIA TOPOKHETY, MPO SKY BiH HaBiTh HE 3HAB: BOHA Jiajia MOXIIUBICTh BiIB1IaTH
JIIOJICH 1 MICIIS CBOET CITAIIIIMHU Ta KYJIbTYPHOTO KOpiHHS. BiH 3p03yMiB, 1110 3HAHIIIOB CBOE MICIIE, /IO IKOTO
HaJICKUTh. YK OyB y BalllOMY JKUTTI MOMEHT, KOJIU BU YCBIJOMUIIH, 110 «IIPATHETE HAJICKATH» JI0 KOTOCh YH JI0
YOrochb?

KosHoro pa3y, konu Mu 6epemo ydacts y TaiHcTBax CrioBiai Ta €BXapHUCTii, KOXHOTO pa3y, KOJIH MU CBATKYEMO
Benuknenb, MU cTaeMo OIIMKYE IO pO3YMiHHSI TaiHCTBA «IIparHeHHS HAJIS)KHOCTI». bor cTBOpHB Hac Jyis TOTO, abu
MU HaJIekKaJH JIO BIIHOCHH Y JIFO00BI, 0COOIMBO B HEOCSHKHOMY, HETIepepBHOMY Ta BiuHOMY KuTTi [IpecBsiToi Tpiii.
MoskeMo cKa3aTH, o CMEPTh € Oe3HAIIET0, M0 MOJIATAE ¥ BIICYTHOCTI HAJIEKHOCTI 10 bora Ta BigHO1 npy»x0m 3 Hum.
Bockpecinns - e map boxxoi Muitocty, 3BITbHEHHS BiJ] IbOTO TUITY CMEPTI, BiJl BIAUYTTS, 0 TH HE HAJICKHII 10
Boral

IIpoTe Hama kpuxka Bipa moTpedye 3yCHIb 3 Hamoro 60Ky. BigBomikaHHS 1 CIOKYCH HEPIJIKO MPU3BOIATH 10 TOTO,
10 MU TIOYMHAEMO CyMHIBAaTHCS B il BaxknuBii mpasmi. Jle x Tino Xpucrose cepen HEIIEBHOCTH KHUTTS,
3YMOBJICHOTO ’Ka1i0HICTIO, TTOPOKHIMHU OOIIITHKAMH, IMTOITHIHUMH YBapaMu, CTUXIHHIMHY JINXaMH, VB'SI3HCHHIMH,
BTpaTaMH KiHI[IBOK, Bi/ICYTHICTIO JyIIEBHOTO CIIOKOIO, BIfHOIO Ta cMepTio? YacoM MU CTpakJaeMo BiJl CAMOTHOCTI
Ta BiIYyTTS, IO HAM YOTroCh Opakye!

Croromni x Icyc gapye mam cebe uepes cBoe Tino, BipHHUX, WICHIB HAITUX POAWH, apadisuTbHUX 1 MOHAIIIAX
crinpHOT. CBatwii [lyx obupae nepeOyBaty B koxkHil ronuHi. [lompu Hami cnabkocTi, i o0pani borom monu
nepeOyBaroTh OiIA HAC, 100 JOMOMOTTH HaM 3aMHUCIIMTHCS HAJ i€ ICTHHOIO Ta nepexuTH 1i. Icyc Xpuctoc €
Ictunoro. Tinmo Xpucroge - e Ictuna. | Mu € wactTuHOMO W€ icTraU. Och e Hame Micie. Komu Mu 1ie BiguyBaemMo
HalicunpHime? HaliOinbie My BiT4yBa€EMO CBOIO MPUHAJIEKHICTH 10 bora Toi, Koy npuiitMaeMo iHIINX i
JOTIOMaraeMo iM 3rajfiaTi, 10 BOHH TaKOX Hajiexats 1o Tina Xpucrosoro, Tooto 1o Llepksu. Hacnpasai bor
CTBOPHB Hac 3 IIUM INIHOOKHM IParHeHHsIM 1 «0a)KaHHSIM Hasnexatu». Y HboMy MH CHIOBHSIEMOCS TaK, 110, MOKIJIHBO,
HaBITh 1 HE TOMIYaJIH, 110 HaM OpaKyBao.

Ham noceix Bockpecnoro ['ocniona - 11e moopox BiIKpUTTS HAIIOi HayexkHOCTI, CrioBins 3a CroBinw, €BXapucTis
3a €BXapHCTI€I0, TICAJIOM 32 [ICAJIMOM, TUMH 332 TUMHOM. KO>KHOTO pazy, KOJH S IPOIIAl0 KOMYCh Y MOEMY CEpIIi, 5
nepeXuBalo 1 cBiquy Bockpecinus Icyca. BiH ckasas, 110 cyTh €BaHrenis moysirae B Tomy, mob «moodutn ['ocriona,
Bora TBOTO, yCiM CcepiieM TBOIM, yCi€lo AYIIEI0 TBOEO, YCIEI0 TyMKOIO TBOEIO W YCIEIO CHIIOIO TBOEIO, 1 OMIMKHBOTO
TBOI'O, SIK ce0e camoroy. (Mx 12:29-31)

Bynyuu Tinom XpuctoBuM, Hexal KOKEH 3 HAC CMUPEHHO MTPOCUTH OJIaroiaTi MPoJIOBKYBATH ICTIOBITyBaTH IPUPOTY
MIparHeHHs KOXKHOTO JIFOJICKKOTO CepIls HaJIeXKaTH, a OTXKE - OpaTH y4acTh y BiyHOMY KHUTTI Tpikni. Y nupomy Timi
IIpecBsiTa boropoauiis € «HaIIO HAIIEI0, TOKPOBOM, 3aXMCTOM, MTOTIXOI0 Ta pamicTion. Y neh OBineitHumit pik Hamii
CBATKYIMO 1€ YCBiTOMJICHHSI 3aralbHOTO «IIparHeHHs HanexxaTn». Hexait bor, uepes Hac, Ham ponuHU Ta
CIIUIBHOTH, K Yepe3 wieHiB Tima XpucToBoro, napye iHIIMM HAJIO.

Iupo Bamii y Bockpeciomy Nocromi!

+ JlaBpenriii ['ynyssix, YUCBB, Mutpomnonut BinHine3pkuii
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