Catechism of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church

CHRIST - OUR PASCHA

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 1 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:27 AM



ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 2 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:27 AM



SYNOD OF THE UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Catechism
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church

CHRIST - OUR PASCHA



Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church: Christ — Our Pascha
Kyiv, Edmonton, 2016. Second Edition 2018.

368 p. + 64 illus.

Icon on front cover:

The Resurrection [ The Descent into Hades] (2018)
Volodymyr Sviderski

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, Edmonton

Printed in Canada.

© 2016 Synod of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church
© 2016 Commission for the Catechism of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

ISBN 978-0-9809309-2-4

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 4 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:27 AM



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Letter of His Beatitude SUiaroslav...............cooovvveivininiinininiiiiiciencnn,
INtrodUCHION wovvieieeeieiecieee e e
A, Symbol of Faith..c.ccoeieiniiiiniiiiiccrecccceecceeeeeceees
B. Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great.....................
C. Structure of the CatechisSm.....ccccovevirireeirireceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

Part One
THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH

I. Revelation of the Most Holy Trinity ......cccccevvuerrrucriieccinnecncnnees

A, God’s REVEIAtION «evvvieiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e eeaeeee e
1.God’s Word in Creation.......ueeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeenns
2.God in HiStory ...c.ccciviiiiiiiiiiiiciicciiccccccecee

B. Holy Tradition.....cccceoivieieininiiiiiiciiriecineeceeeeeee e
1. Apostolic Tradition ........ccceeiriririiiiiiiciciciieiieeeeeeenes
2. Faithfulness to Tradition .........cccoeveeininciinnecnncciincccen
3.Holy Tradition and Holy Scripture........cccccoevuvirininiiicucucncnnne.

C. The Holy SCrPtures .......ceueueueueueeiiirininieieeeieieiereieveeieeeeneenes
1. Divine and Human Aspects of Holy Scripture........ccoeueuene.
2. Unity of the Old and New Testaments .......c.cccccceveveerriruennee
3.Reading and Explanation of Holy Scripture........cceeerueneeee.

D. Kerygma (Proclamation) and Catechesis.........ccoeuvururucucucucnnee
1.Tradition of the Holy Fathers of the Church........................
2.Inculturation of the Good News.........ccoveeiiecieiiicciieeiecieea,

3.Growth in Faith: Catechumenate, Illumination,

Sacramental Initiation......coeeeueeeiieeeeeeee et eeeeeeaeee e

4. Environment in which the Faith is Transmitted:

Family, Nation, and Church.........cccooooiiiii

II. We Believe in the Trinity, One in Essence and Undivided

A. We Believe in God the Father......oooooveoiiiiieeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeen,
1.God the Father Revealed in the Holy Scriptures......c.cce.....
2.'The Father without Beginning..........ccceeueueecccinininnnnnnnnnee

B. We Believe in the Only-Begotten Som.......ccoeeveenieinccneinnenens
1.The Son of God Revealed in the Holy Scriptures..................
2.The Only-Begotten Son........cccveeeirinueinineerineecreeceen

C. We Believe in the Holy Spirit .......cccccovviriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicne,
1.'The Holy Spirit Revealed in the Holy Scriptures...................
2.'The Holy Spirit who Proceeds from the Father .....................

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 5 @

9/14/2018 9:13:28 AM



I11. We Believe in God the Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
and in our Saviour Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,

the Giver of Life ............coooviiiiiiiiiieieeceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 42

A. The Creator and His Creation.........c.covevveeieveeeeeeieeeereeeeceeereeeeeneenes 42

1.The Father Creates through the Son in the Holy Spirit.........c.c........ 42

a. The Freedom of the Creator .......covevieieeeieeeerieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 43

b. The Goodness of Creation........cc.eeueeeueereeireeveeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeenens 44

CoGOA’S Plan ....ccviiieiceeeceeeee e 45

2.'The Visible and Invisible World...........ccooeevierieiiiiieieieeeeeceene 46

3. Humankind—the Crown of Creation.........cccoveeirecrieeciieciieeieeneeans 47

a. Humankind—in the Image and Likeness of God............ccccccceue 48

1) Growth of the Person from Image to Likeness of God............. 50

2) The Created Nature of Humankind .......cccooovveevviivieiiiiiieeene, 51

3) “Man and Woman He Created Them”.......c.coovvvvvvivviivvinninnnen. 52

4) 'The Freedom and Responsibility of Humankind........cceeun.e. 52

B.The Fall...ooeeiiececeeee ettt 54

1) The Fall of the Angels .......ccoeueuiueiiiiiiiirircceeeeecceaee 55

2) The Fall of Humankind ........cccoovvvvvuiiviieieeeeeeeeeee e 56

3) The Consequences of the Fall ..., 57

c. The Promise of the Messiah’s Coming.........ccccccuvueuiviniuccinnccnnnnes 59

1) The Protoevangelium .......c.coeueeririererininecinniecineieeneeeeceneenene 60

2) The Covenant between God and Humankind..........c..cccv...... 61

3) The Promise of a New Covenant..........ccceevveeeeeeereeceeeeeeeeeneenne. 62

4) The Expectation of the Saviour .........cceeueveveveueeucieneninenenenenenns 64

B. “God Became Human that Humans Might Become God................. 65

1.The Incarnation of the Son of God.......ccceveeviieieieiecieeeeeeeeee 67

a.The Annunciation to the Virgin Mary......cccccoeevnicinninnnecnnns 67

b. The Nativity of CRIISt ...ccoiriviriririiieicicicccciee e 70

C. TRhEOPRANY ..ottt 72

2.'The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God..........cccccccoiviviiininninnnnnee. 74
a.The Announcement of the Kingdom: The Sermon on the

MOUNt (ME5:7) ettt 74

b. The Signs of the Coming of the Kingdom .........ccccecceiiniiinnine. 76

1) The Words of CRrist....cc.ciciiiiiieiiicieieieccieeeeee et 76

2) The Works of ChriSt..c.cccuiieieeiieeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeee e 77

3.’The Pascha (Passover) of Christ.....c.ccovevviveiineeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeneean 78

a. Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem ........cceceevieviieieniieieceeene. 79

b. The Passion......c..cceoieeioiieieeeeeeeeeeeee et 81

C. The ReSUITECtioN .....veevieeieviceeceeeeeeeeeeee et 82

d. The ASCENSION w.ecvvivieeiietieie ettt 85

vi

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 6 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:28 AM



4.The Second Coming of Christ in Glory........ccccceucucuceicininininnnnenes 86
a. The Presence of the Risen Christ.......ccccvveevuiieveieneeeeeeeieeereeeneenns 87
b. The Union of the Earthly and Heavenly in the Glorified Christ... 87
c. The Resurrection of the Dead .......c.ooovveviieeiiciiiiececceeceeeeeee 88
d. The Divine Judgment .........ccoviviririniniiiiiiiiiiiierceeeeeee 88
€. GOA—AILIN AL ..ot 90

T eSS Tl oo ] R 91
a.The Promise to Send the Holy Spirit.....c.cccccoecieininnnnnninccncnenee 92
b. The Sending Down of the Holy Spirit .....c.ccececerreeeineccinnccnnne 93
c. The Life-Creating Spirit is the Giver of Grace.........cccccccccveuvueucnene 94

C. 'The Church—An Icon of the Most Holy Trinity.....cccccccecevurueirnnuencnnns 96

1. Biblical Images of the Church ..o 96

a. The Church in the Old Testament ........cccveeeeevveeeeeecieeeieceeeereeeeeeans 96
b.The Church in the New Testament ........cooeevvivviiinieviiisieeeeeinnnn 97

2.'The Church is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic..........c.cccccueuueee 99
2. The Church is OnNe ..oovuviviiieiiceieeceeceeeeeeeeee e 100
b. The Church is HOLy ...c.ceiiiiiiriiciicicicceciiiieeeeeennes 101
. The Church is CatholiC....cuiiviiiviiiciiiiiceieeeeeceeee e 101

d. The Church is APOSOLC ...cuvuverriririeieieiereieieiccttrereeeeee et 103

3.'The Self-Governing Nature of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
and her Communion with other Self-Governing Churches............ 106
a.The Development of Self-Governance in the Church................. 106
b. The Development of Communion among Sister Churches......... 107
c. The Development of Ecclesial Communion within the Kyivan

Metropolitanate .........cc.cueivirueuiririeuiiiieieierieeeeee e 108

4. The Church—A New Creation......ccccovveevveeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree e 109
a. Devotion to the Most Holy Mother of God...........ccccciiniinncn. 109
b. Veneration of the Most Holy Mother of God

in the Kyivan Tradition ........ccccccovinnnniiiicccciiinne 110

c. Saints of Christ’s Church ........oooviiiiiiieeiieeeceeceeee e 110

d. New Ukrainian Martyrs and Confessors of Faith ....................... 113
Part Two

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

I. We are Created for Intimacy with God and Communion with God..... 119
A. The Trinitarian Character of Divine Services ......ccccevveveeveveveeevveeeennen. 119
B. The Ecclesial Character of the Divine Services .....eoeeveeeeveeeeveeeeenenen. 119
C. 'The Eschatological Character of Divine Services.......c.coeeerveveueuenne 120
D. The Cosmic Character of Divine Services...ccoeeeeeveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenenns 120

vii

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 7 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:28 AM



II. 'The Prayer of the Church Community ............cccccccoviininnnnniiine. 121
A. 'The Divine Liturgy—the Foundation and Summit of the Christian
Community’s LIfe ..cc.ocevveirinieinieirieieieecncneeeeneeesece e 121
1. Preparation for the Divine Liturgy .......cccccovviiiniiininiiiiininccns 122
a. The Proskomide (Prothesis).......cooviivvieiievieeieeieecieeseeeneeennean 122
b. The Participation of the Faithful in the Proskomide ................... 124
2.'The Liturgy of the Word (Liturgy of the Catechumens) ................ 124
a.The Exclamation “Blessed be the Kingdom” and the
Litany of Peace ......cccceveivieininieinicinieenceeeeeeeeeeee e 125
b. The Antiphons of the Liturgy.......cccceuvuririeuiiiiciiiiiiniinrens 126
c.'The Little Entrance, the Troparia, and the Thrice-Holy Hymn... 126
d. Hearing the Word of God, Responding to It, and Prayer ........... 127
3.The Liturgy of the Eucharist (Liturgy of the Faithful) ................... 128
a. Preparation for the Banquet of the Eucharist.........ccccccceiini. 129
b. The ANaphora......coeueueueveuciciiiiirineeeeeeeeeieeeee et 129
1) ThankSZIVINg ...co.eveirirueiririeiiniecinec et 130
2) MeEmOrial.....oooeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 131
3) OfFEring...vcueeeeuiiriereiirieieictste ettt 131
4) Invoking the Holy Spirit......c.ccccceeviririninnnineeieieiececcceeenns 132
C. The “Our Father”.....c.ooiioiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 133
d. Communion: The Banquet of the Body and Blood...................... 134
e. Thanksgiving for Communion and the Dismissal........................ 134
B. 'The Three Orders of the Divine Liturgy.....cccoeeeivvueinnecnnnccnnnen 135
1.The Orders of the Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom and of
Saint Basil the Great.....ccoccvicieeciiiciieceeeeeee et 136
2.'The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts .......cccceoeiviviiiinicciniccns 138
C. 'The Holy Mysteries of Christian Life ......cccccoeeeinnevinniccniccnnen 138
a.The Mystery—Christ is in our Midst.......cccceoeivirininnnninniicccce. 138
b. The Seven Sacramental IMysteries ........cccovueerirerueeninerceeneeennns 139
c. The Holy Mysteries Are a Synergy of God and Human Persons 139
d. The Mystical Life of the Church.......cccccoiviecinneinnccenecene 140
1.'The Holy Mysteries of Initiation into the Church.....c..cccccevueueuenne 140
a.The Holy Mystery of Baptism ........ccccccvviiueinnieiiiniciiniccenen, 140
1) Baptism Is the Birth to New Life in Christ ........ccccccoccucueneee. 140
2) Baptism Is Dying and Rising in Christ.......cccceceuececcnininnnnne. 141
3) Our Baptism Is “the Blessing of the Jordan”............cccccccevunee. 142
4) One Baptism for the Remission of Sins........cccccceeeccnininnnne. 142
5) The Necessity of Faith ......cccocoeevneiiinneinnecnncceneceens 143
6) The Baptism of Children ........ccccccceeeinininnninnieeecccceeneenes 143
7) The Rite of Baptism.....c.cccccoiiiivinininiiiiiiiiicicciceecceas 144
8) The Celebrant of the Mystery of Baptism ......ccccevverurirueuenenes 145
viii

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 8 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:28 AM



b. The Holy Mystery of Chrismation ...........cccccoevevininininnirieucuennes 146
1) The Gift of PEntecoSt ..cvievueierieeieeeeeeeeeeereeeee e 146
2) The Royal, Priestly, and Prophetic Ministry.........ccccccevvivunnnne. 146
3) The Rite of Chrismation........cccveereeevveeeeeeeeeeeeereeereeeee e e 147
c. The Mystery of the Eucharist .....c.ccccovecnnncinncninnccinecne 148
1) The Eucharist Is the Body and Blood of Christ ...........cc....... 149
2) The Heavenly and the Earthly.........c.cccccooooiiiinnne 150
3) Consecration of the Gifts........ccoevveeieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenen 151
4) The Eucharistic Offering .......cccoceeevenercrennecnnecneneeecnennenes 152
5) Holy Communion...........ceueueveeeueueueiiinininieneeeeeeie e 152
2.The Holy Mysteries of Healing.........cccocevueueriniruenininerinnieeieieneens 153
a.The Holy Mystery of Repentance..........cccccocvcivininninininicucnenenee 154
1) Spiritual Struggle and Repentance.........ccccccevvvuecinnccninecnns 154
2) The Rite of Confession........ccceevveeueeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenee 155
3) The Significance of Confession in the Spiritual Life............... 157
b. The Mystery of Holy Anointing.........ccccoveueerereeerinercrenneenns 157
1) Christ Heals Body and Soul........cccovuviriviieieccciininininininnns 157
2) The Rite of Holy Anointing .......coceecceveeeeereerccennnecnnnercnennene 159
3.The Holy Mysteries of Service: Marriage and Holy Orders............ 160
a.'The Holy Mystery of Marriage........ccceeueevereennieeninerccennneenns 160
1) Marriage Is a Mystery of Love between a Man and a Woman 160
2) The Rite of Crowning.........cccceevueuecenrueerinienceneecreeeeeeenenes 162
3) The Rite of Second Crowning ........c.cccceeevevirirericueueecccnenennnn. 163

4) The Rite of Blessing of a Couple on Their Twenty-fifth
or Fiftieth Anniversary.........ccoccucueeeceninininnnninccceeenee 164
b. The Holy Mystery of Orders ........cocvueeeveueveuererceeceninininnreneseenenes 164
1) The Priesthood of ChriSt .......ccvivvivviieiiiiiiecieeeeeee e 164
2) ApOStOLIC SUCCESSION «..eevuieririieeeieieieicieiet et 165
3) The Hierarchical Priesthood........c.cccovevvviiviiiiiiciiiieeeeec e 166
4) The Rites of Ordination of Deacon, Presbyter, and Bishop ..... 167
5) The Fostering of Vocations to the Priesthood in the Church .. 169
D. Special Occasional Prayers, Blessings, and Consecrations.................. 169
1. Consecrations and Blessings ........ccecveeerereeenennereineeneeeennes 170
2. COMSECTATIONS 1.vvveeerieceieceteeeeeeeteeeeeeeteeeteeeteeeveeeteeereeeteeereeeseeens 170
D. IMONASTICISIT 1euvvieevieiie ettt ettt e eeaae s 170
C.BLESSINGS ... 171
2.Services for the Deceased..........cceeuieeiiirieciiiieeiicceeececeeeeee 172
a. Christian Funeral........cccoooiiiiiiiiiicce e 173
b. Commemoration of the Deceased........c.ccoeeieienriecrieicnicienee, 174
3L EXOICISIT 1ottt ettt e 175
ix

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 9 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:28 AM



4.Other Prayer Services.........ccoociviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiniccscceccees 175
a. The Akathist Hymn .......ccccooiviiiiniiiiciccceene 175
b. Prayer Services of Intercession and Thanksgiving (Molebens) .... 176
c. Christmas and Theophany Carols, Religious Hymns (Chorales). 177

IT1. The Time and Space of the Church’s Prayer.........ccoccevvueiviniinnnncnnn. 178
A. Introduction: Unity of the Visible and Invisible in the
Liturgical Life of the Church......cccoccoveiniiiniiniiicieccee 178
B. 'The Rhythm of Liturgical Prayer.......c.cccoccceeneecinneiinnicinnccnenene 179
1.The Daily Cycle—Horologion (Chasoslav) ..........ccccceveveveernenenunes 179
a. Vespers and Matins.........cccocvviiviniiiiniiiniciccccene 180
b. Other Services of the Daily Cycle.......c.cccoeuiviiiiiiiiiiiin, 182
2.The Weekly Cycle (the Octoechos).....c.ccueveeiveeeeeininieecrinieieinieiecnns 184
A SUNAAY . 185
b. The Other Days of the Week.......c.ccovvueinnncinincinncicniccne 186
c.The Order of Tones in the Octoechos.......covueeeririeecrineecenineenne 187
3.The Yearly Cycle of Services .........cceeueiririeinininciininiciieicceeenes 187
a.’The Movable Cycle (Lenten and Floral Triodia) ......ccccccoevurueunne 188
b. The Immovable Cycle of Feasts (the Menaion).........c.ccceeururunneee 191
B. 'The Church Building—The Place of the Community’s Prayer-........... 193
Lo LCOMS ettt 196
a.The Veneration of Holy Icons........cccvvveveinncinnccnneccnieene 196
b. The Role of Icons in Prayer ........ccocovviiciccciiiiiniinnnes 197
c. Wonder-Working Icons......c.eceveirecnineiinccinicncneeeieens 198
d. The TCONOSLASIS .uvvveuiirreiiieteieireeie ettt ettt 199
e. The Iconographic Program of the Church Building .................... 201
2. Veneration of Saints’ Relics ....c.ceivueererrenieinienininieeneencnieicneenens 203
3. Liturgical Chant .........ccccviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiccceeceeeeeeeeeeaes 205
4.Bearing and Gestures during Divine Services.......coceceveeererveennencns 206
5. Articles Used in Divine Services........ooocoveirueecinieccniniccnenecnnen 208
a. Liturgical Vestments of the Deacon and Priest ......cccccoceveeneencne 208
b. Liturgical Vestments of the Bishop .......cccocecciniiiiinniicinnin. 209
c. Other Articles Used during Divine Services ........cccoveveerrucucnnne 210
d. Liturgical BOOKS.......ccoouvuiiiiiiiiiiiicicccccceeeae 212
€. Church Bells.....ccoiriiiniiniieicinenceceeceeese e 213
C. The Place of Family Prayer—the Domestic Church ........cccccccceeunee. 213
1.The Icon Corner......ccccvuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccce e 214
2. Family Prayer ... 214
3. Family Rituals and Customs .......cccoevveereirineenineneneneinerecneenens 215
4.Reading of Holy Scripture and Spiritual Literature
in the Family...oocoveniiineiieenceeeceneeeeeeeree e 216
X

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 10 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:29 AM



IV. The Personal Prayer of the Christian ..............ccccocovnnniiiiiiiccnne. 217
A. The Need for Prayer ........cccccceiiiirininnnncccccccccceeeeeees 217
B. 'The Action of the Holy Spirit in the Prayer of the Christian............. 218
C. The “OUL Father” ..o eee e 219
D. The Practice of Prayer........cccoecenireinniecninncinncceneeecseeeeceeeenene 222

1. Prayer with the Psalms........ccoccoooiiiiiniiiiiiiiciicces 222
2.5hort Prayers.........cccooiiiiiiiiiiniiiie 223
3. The Gift of Tears in Prayer.......cocovvvieieieeccciiininninreeeeeennes 224
4.V0Cal Prayer ....c.oocoiierieineinieeineeneteentetsiee et 224
5.The Role of Silence in Prayer........cccooeeueeeccciininininnnrneeenes 225
6.The Jesus Prayer and Prayer on the Rosary ........ccccccocvniininiies 226
7. The Examination of CONSCIENCE «.vveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeans 227
E. 'The Place and Time of Prayer .........cccccoveirnieininiennnececcnene 228
1. Entering into Solitude for Prayer..........c.cccccoiiiiniiinniiininns 228
2.How Often Should We Pray? ........cccocccviniininiiinccnicineens 228
3.Keeping Prayerful Vigil.........ccooooiiiiiiiiiice, 229
4.’The Mutual Link of Prayer and Fasting.........cccccoccceeneiiinnicinnnnee. 229
5.Prayer before Icons........coccvviiiiiiiiiiiiicice 230
Part Three
THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
I. The Spiritual Life—Life in the Holy Spirit ..........ccccoonnnnnniiicnace. 234
A. 'The Signs, Gifts, and Fruits of the Holy Spirit’s Action.........cccc.c...... 234
1.Holiness as a Sign of the Action of the Holy Spirit..........ccccccccueuee 235
2. The Gifts of the Holy Spirit.......cccccoeiiiiininininininiiiciciciccccccene 237
3.The Fruit of the SPIrit.....ccccccirrrirnninnicieiecieeeeeeenereeeeeseeenes 237
B. Christian Morality as Liturgy of Life......ccccccecnccinineinennineenn 238

IL. The Person in Christ as a New Creation in the Holy Spirit................. 239

A. Foundations of the Spiritual Life .......ccccccoeuviiiiiniiiniiiiiicines 239
1. The Vocation to Divine LiKeness ....c.coeeveeeeveeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes 239
2.A Human Being as a Moral Person ..........ccccoiviiiiiniiinnnn. 240
3.Human Freedom and the Moral Person’s Responsibility ................ 240
4. Cooperation with God in the Work of Salvation...........cccccecueunene. 243

B. 'The Spirituality of the Heart .........ccccoeininiiiiniiiiiniiiiciiicce 244
1. The Heart—The Core of the Human Person ....cc.cooeeveeeevveeeeneeennee. 244
2.Internal Watchfulness (Attentiveness) and Guarding of the Heart 245

C. An Ascesis Which PUIIfIEs c...eeeevieeieeieeeeee et 246
1.Sin in HUuman Lafe .ot 246
2.'The Eight Capital Sins and Their Opposite Virtues .........cccoeveueeee 247

a. Gluttony and Its Opposite Virtue—Temperance ...........cccuueeee. 247
b. Lust and Its Opposite Virtue—Wholeness of Being................... 248
xi

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 11 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:29 AM



c. Avarice (Love of Money) and Its Opposite Virtue—Generosity 248
d. Melancholy (Sadness) and Its Opposite Virtue—Joy

in the Holy Spirit ..o, 249
e. Anger and Its Opposite Virtue—Long-suffering..........ccccceeueeee 250
f. Acedia (Despondency) and Its Opposite Virtue—Cheerfulness
OF SPILItuceiiiiieiiieieictre ettt 251
g. Vainglory and Its Opposite Virtue—Humble-Mindedness........ 252
h. Pride and Its Opposite Virtue—Humility ......ccccceovveccinnccnne 253
3 REPEILTAIICE .eveeiiniiiiciieice ettt 254
D. Spiritual Combat in the Life of the Christian.........cccccociiiiiinnnnne. 255
1. Fasting and AImMSZIVING ....c.coveueuiririeieinieieiiniccereieeee e 255
2. EvIl TROUGRS ..o 256
3. Conquering Passions........ccccceeueireeininerinennenicenceeeseeseeee 257
E. Prayer in the Spiritual Life........ccccooiiiiiiiiiii 258
1.Degrees of Prayer ..o 259
2. Bodily Prayer ....c.ocoevveeneneiicncncercenceeeneeee e 259
b. Prayer of the Mind .........ccooiiiviiiiniiiiiiiccinccceeee 259
c. Prayer of the Heart .....cocccvevieincincinincncccncceceeens 259
d. Contemplative Prayer.........cccccooviiiiniiiinniiniiinicicene 260
2. Types of Prayer......c.occoiviiieiriniiiiinieicirecceeeceeeeeeeeeee e 261
A Praise oo e 261
b. Thanksgiving.......cccecirieueiririeieineeieccireceee e 261
c. Penitential Prayer..........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiniie 262
d. Prayer of Supplication ........ccceceeveererinenieincinieeeneereeeeeenens 263
F. Ascesis That Enlightens.......cocococoviirinnecnnncnnccneccneeeccenene 264
1. Obedience to the Will of God (God’s Law as a Calling to
True Freedom) oo 264
2. Spiritual Fatherhood / Motherhood. ..........cccociviniiiinicinicninns 265
3. Virtues as a Indications of Divinization..........ccoeeeeevieeceeecveenneennne. 266
4.Life in Faith, Hope, and Love (The First, Second and Third
CommAandments) .....c.eieieiuiiiieiie et eeree e e s e eaeesaeeeaeenns 267
a. Faith—the Foundation of Christian Life ........ccccvvevuieienrienenen. 267
b. Hope—the Strength of Christian Life.........cccccceoeiiniiinninn. 268
c. Love—the Substance of Christian Life......ccccoceeieieiiiiciiiienenen. 269
5.'The Spiritual Life and Divinization ........cccceeeevveecenercccnnnecnnnnen 270

xii

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 12 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:29 AM



II1. The Christian Family as a New Creation (The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth,

and Ninth Commandments)................ccccocoveeeiieiiiiiieciceieee e 272
A, Christian MAarriage ... .cocovveeeerieueeniniecinectnerecneerereeseeseeseeeeseennen 272
1.The Family—a Domestic Church ..., 272
2. Sexuality and Christian Marriage .......coeeeveevvinerenennenernecnnenees 273
3. Marital Fidelity......ccooooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccececcee 274
4. Marital Fruitfulness in Love c....oovueeeeeeiieee e 275
B. Christian Marriage and the Defence of the Dignity of the Beginning
Of Human Life ....ooovieiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 276
1.The Problem of Artificial Fertilization ........coouevvveveiivieiiieiieeieens 276
2. Human Cloning......cccecveevrinieineiniieeneenceeesreeseeeeseenesnenees 277
3. The Sin of ADOItION c.eevuviieiieiieeieeee ettt 277
4.’The Sin of Artificial Contraception.........cceueuevrrrueereruererenuereennenens 278
5.Methods of Recognizing Fertility.........cccccoeviviiiiniiiiniiiiciiicne. 280
6.Responsible Parenthood...........ccoevieinciininniniiceieenccnee, 281
C. 'The Christian Family and the Defence of a Dignified End
Of HUmMAn Life ...veeivviiieeceeceeeceeeeeeeeeeceeee e 281
1. Care for Sick Parents and Family Members ..........ccccceiiinininns 281
2.The Christian Understanding of Death ........cccccovnnnninineicccnee 282
3.The Use of Pain Management.........coccoeeeueennuercnenercennnecneneenenes 283
4.Organ Transplantation .........ceeueueueueeeirininininseeseeeeeeereeeeeeeees 283
S EUthanasia .oocueiiieieiceie e 284
IV. Society Transfigured in the Church (The Fifth, Seventh, Eighth, and
Tenth Commandments of God)..............ccooovvviiviiiiciiiiiiceeeeeee 286

A. 'The Christian View of the World and the Preaching of the Gospel... 286
B. The Church as the Model for the Human Community—The Moral

Principles Guiding the Social Order .........cccceiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiniiine 287
1. Unity in Diversity (The Principle of the Common Good).............. 287
2.Holiness (The Development of Civil Society)........cccoeueueuccinnnnee 288
3.Catholicity (The Principle of Solidarity)........ccceeeeverinirinnnirenennes 288
4. Apostolate and Diakonia (The Principle of Subsidiarity)................ 289
C. The Social Dimensions of the Church.........cccccveeieviiiiiciecieeeeeene 289
1.'The Social Dimension of Christian Freedom.......c..cc.cccveveeveeneennnn. 289
a. Democracy and Christian Social Virtues...........ccccoccvviiinininnne 290
2.'The Social Dimension of Christian Love.........ccceveeieviieieerieeene. 291
3. 50CHA] JUSTICE cuveuvinteeiieieeie ettt 292
a. Private Property, Just Stewardship, Fair Exchange, and
Distribution of Material Goods........cc.covveeeuieeiieiriecieccieeeieeeieen, 292
b. Morality in Social Relations.........ccoeveveeinineinecnineinccnenen 293
c. The Defence of Honour and One’s Good Name..........ccoccueeeeee... 294
d. Morality in the Mass Media .....ccoceevvinieincciniicineneeeeienens 295
e. Christian Upbringing, Education, and Schooling........................ 295
xiii

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 13 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:30 AM



D. The Christian Understanding of the State.........cccocevuvieucucccciccne. 297
1.The Functions of State Rule.........cccovuieviieieieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeveeene 297
2.The Limits of State Authority and the Death Penalty .................... 298
3.Moral Responsibility for the State.........cccceuveieineecinieiinineeeen 299
4.Love for Country and People..........ccccoiiiiniiiiniiiiiiincn 300

E. Christian Understanding of Economy ........cccoccoivniiiiniiiinnicnnne. 302
1. Work and Profession........cocueecceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 302
2. GLODALIZATION «eveeiieiie ettt e 303

F. The Christian Value of ReSt ...ccvivvuiiviiiiiiiiieieeeecceeeeeevee e 304

G. Preserving Peace in the Modern World...........ccccooiiiiin 305

V. Transfiguration of the Universe................cccocooviiiiiiinniiiin. 306

A. Responsibility for God’s Creation ...........cceevveueereueeennrercnnieneeneenenes 306

B. The Christian and the Natural Environment ........cccocoovvveviiiveiineenen. 306

C. A Christian Ethic of the Environment ........cccoovvvvvvveiieiiieceecieennenn 307

D. The New Heaven and the New Earth: The Human Person
as Priest of the UnNIVErSe ......ooovviiieeieeeeieeeeee e e 308

Appendices

Daily Prayers.......ccoeiviininiiiniiiniiinicicceceee e 309

Catechetical TIUthS...ooviiiiiiiiiceeeeceeeeeee et 313

"The Believer’s Social DIreCtives......couviveeeerieeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeee e eeee e 317

Indices
Index of CitationS . .ouueiiceiieceie ettt e e eaeee e 319
HOLY SCIPTULE .ttt 319
Ecumenical Councils ........oooueiiieuiiiieiieieeieeceeee e 324
Hierarchical DocUmMEnts....cc.viieeueiieeeeeeeeee e 325
Ecclesiastical Documents.........covviveueieiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeee e 327
Liturgical BOOKS .....coveoiriirieinicinieiciccceeenceeeee e 327
Ecclesiastical WIS ..o.uuiiiieiieiceeeeeeeeee et 329
SUDject INAEX ...veiveieiiieiiceeeeereee s 332
Xiv

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 14 @ 9/14/2018 9:13:30 AM



Notes to the English Edition

The Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church: Christ - Our Pascha was published in English
in 2016. Every effort has been made to retain as nearly as possible the precise phrasing of the
original Ukrainian language second edition. One notable exception involves the name of our
Church. Rather than calling it the “Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church,” most of the faithful
of the English-speaking world use the term “Ukrainian Catholic Church,” and it is rendered
this way throughout the Catechism except in cases where there is a reference to a particular
institution or body of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.

With reference to liturgical days, there exist several styles of citing from our hymnography. We
have opted, in every case, to follow the daily order of services as Vespers, (Great) Compline,
Matins, and the Hours. Therefore, where a footnote indicates “Great and Holy Monday,
Vespers,” it refers to the Vespers service for Great and Holy Monday that would be celebrated
on Sunday evening.

Scriptural quotations are primarily from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic
Edition, © 1989, 1993, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Occasional Scriptural quotations are from The Catholic Edition of the Revised Standard Ver-
sion of the Bible, © 1965, 1966 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Psalms are taken from 7he Kathisma Psalter with the Nine Canticles. Revised According to the
Septuagint. Otego, New York: Holy Myrrhbearers Monastery, 2005. Used with permission.
All rights reserved.

Abbreviations
PG Migne, Patrologia Graeca
PL Migne, Patrologia Latina

SCh Sources Chrétiennes
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1o the Most Reverend Archbishops and Bishops,

the Reverend and Venerable Priests and Deacons,

the Venerable Monks and Nuns, and

the Laity—dear to us in Christ—of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

Dear Brothers and Sisters! We present to you this Catechism of the Ukraini-
an Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC). It is both a profession and an explana-
tion of our Church’s faith in the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
'This faith emerged from a listening to the Gospel of Christ, which—accord-
ing to tradition—first resounded in the lands of Rus-Ukraine through the
preaching of Saint Andrew the First-Called. This same Good News echoed
onwards through the mission of the holy apostles to the Slavs, Cyril and
Methodius, and was ultimately ratified in the Baptism of Rus-Ukraine dur-
ing the reign of Volodymyr the Great, Equal-to-the-Apostles. The Word of
the Gospel found its response of faith in the hearts of those who listened.
Thus Christ’s Church spread throughout Kyivan Rus. This new Christian
tradition—with the appropriate appellation of Kyivan—became a pearl in
the Universal Church’s treasury of faith. Countless generations of Christians,
of Ukrainian as well as other cultures, were raised in this tradition.

Building upon Tradition, this Catechism opens itself to the present. One of
the foremost signs of the times is that our Church is found not only in Ukraine,
but also in many countries beyond her borders. This requires a strengthen-
ing of the spiritual bonds between the faithful of our Church, set upon the
foundation of the one Christian heritage. A profound grasp of our Christian
roots aids in the discovery of our own identity in the modern world, with its
challenges of globalization and assimilation, and also helps us discern the
universal value of our Eastern tradition. The current state of the UGCC in
Ukraine and throughout the world, and the questions posed by the Church’s
faithful, define this Catechism’s goal: to help the faithful to better under-

stand, and more profoundly embody within their own lives, the Christian

Xvii
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faith handed down to them by the Fathers of our Church—the hierarchs,
martyrs, confessors, and venerables—and to nurture our Kyivan-Christian
tradition, finding in it the light needed to respond to today’s challenges.

'The UGCC Catechism, Christ — Our Pascha, expounds the Church’s doctrine
of the faith in three parts: the faith of the Church, the prayer of the Church,
and the life of the Church. All these sections are prefaced by an Introduction,
wherein the rule of prayer of the Anaphora of the Divine Liturgy of Saint
Basil the Great provides a methodological principle for the rule of faith, as
professed by the Church and as taught in the Catechism. Quotations from
the Anaphora serve as epigraphs to the separate sections of the Catechism,
uniting them into a coherent whole. The themes of the Catechism are devel-
oped on the basis of passages from Sacred Scripture, the inheritance of the
Church Fathers and UGCC Fathers in particular, the decisions of Ecumeni-
cal and Particular Church Councils, theological works, the lives of the saints,
and iconography. The Catechism presents both the historical and modern
transmission of Tradition, so that the faithful may draw from the treasury of

faith, from both “what is new and what is old” (Mr 13:52).

This Catechism witnesses to the intrinsic relation of the Kyivan-Chris-
tian tradition to universal Christianity. Thus, this Catechism addresses the
UGCC faithful, as well as members of other Churches and all people who
are sincerely seeking the Truth. The Synod of Bishops offers this Catechism
as a source of catechetical education for continuing growth in faith of the
UGCKC faithful. At the same time, this Catechism is a symbol of our com-
munion in faith with the other Particular Churches within the bosom of the

one Catholic Church.

'The Catechism Christ — Our Pascha continues a tradition of written and
published catechisms in the UGCC going back to the sixteenth century.
Since then, there has not been a century during which a new catechism has
not appeared. Among those deserving mention are the seventeenth-century
Catechism compiled by the priest-martyr Saint Josaphat, Archbishop of Po-
lotsk; eighteenth-century catechism entitled Zhe Proclamation or Oration fo
the Catholic World; and The Great Catechism for Parochial Schools published
in the nineteenth-century. Finally, in the twentieth century, there was the
catechism, God's Teachings.

The commemoration of the Millennium of the Baptism of Rus-Ukraine
in 1988, followed by the emergence of the underground UGCC, led to an
awareness of the need for a new catechism in which the Christian faith would
be handed down as part of the stream of our own thousand-year tradition.
An important step in the creation of this Catechism was the publication of
the UGCC Catechetical Directory," which defined the main characteristics of
catechetical ministry that are particular to our Church’s identity.

! UGCC CarecneTricaL CommissION, The Catechetical Directory of the UGCC (1999).

xviii
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In 1992 the Catechism of the Catholic Church was published, and a Ukrainian
translation appeared in 2002.2 One of the goals of the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church was to serve as an authentic and proper guide for the compilation
of future local catechisms. “This Catechism is not meant as a substitute for the
various local catechisms. ... Rather it is meant to encourage the creation of
new and local catechisms that are better equipped to take into account the
unique nuances of particular cultures, while at the same time remaining dili-
gently faithful to the unity of faith and Catholic teaching.” Our predecessor,
His Beatitude Lubomyr, in the introduction to the Ukrainian translation of
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, expressed his confidence that “in due
time, our Church will also provide her faithful with theological explanations
based on the foundation of her own tradition.”™

'The particularity of the UGCC theological tradition, which is Eastern
Christian in origin, defines the need of a separate catechism for our Church.
Blessed John Paul II, Pope of Rome, drew attention to this theological par-
ticularity: “In the study of revelation, East and West have followed different
methods ... these various theological formulations are often to be considered
mutually complementary rather than conflicting.”™ His Beatitude Lubomyr
expressed this same thought: “Christ’s teaching is one and the same for ev-
eryone. Faith in Christ is also the same for all Catholics, regardless of which
Rite or Particular Church they belong to. However, the theological under-
standing of divinely revealed Truths can be different in various cultures, just
as liturgical Rites are different.”

In the Catechism Christ — Our Pascha we are called to embody in our daily
lives the one inheritance of the faith, as transmitted in the light of our theo-
logical tradition—to deepen, nurture, and transmit it to future generations.
We trust that our bishops, priests, monks, catechists, and all the faithful of our
Church, will make every effort to ensure that this Catechism, Christ — Our
Pascha, enters into all of the spheres of our Church’s life and activity. May this
Catechism, the fruit of the joint work and prayer of our entire Church, become
for all of us a powerful catalyst for renewal as well as confirmation in the Faith,
according to our Eastern Christian tradition. This Catechism is intended as a
foundation and encouragement for catechetical ministry in all its dimensions.

2 Catechism of the Catholic Church, trans. UGCC Synod of Bishops (2002).
3 Jonun Paur II, Apostolic Constitution Depositum fidei [ The Deposit of Faith].

* ParriarcH LuBomyR HusARr, Berymie caoso ao nepexaany Kamexusity Kamoauysroi Leprou

ykpaincproro mosoro [Introduction to the Ukrainian Translation of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church].
> Varican Councit II, Decree Unitatis Redintegratio [ The Restoration of Unity], 1964), 17
as quoted in Joun PauL II, Apostolic Letter Orientale Lumen [The Light of the East], 5.
ParriarcH Lusomyr HusARr, Berymme caoBo ao epexaany Kamexusmy Kamoauysroi Leprsu

ykpaincskoro mosoro [Introduction to the Ukrainian Translation of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church).

Xix
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'The publication of the Catechism Christ — Our Pascha coincides with the tenth
anniversary of the beatification of the Martyrs and Blesseds of our Church,
who by their lives gave witness to an unwavering faith in the Most Holy
Trinity, to a faithfulness and commitment to Christ’s Church, as well as to a
sacrificial love for one’s people. May their example and holy prayers accom-
pany us in our own witness of faith in Christ’s Truth and the Church’s unity.

May the blessing of the Lord be upon you.

-+ CZ«QI; o«:m[

+ Sviatoslav,

Head and Father of the UGCC

Given at Kyiv at the Patriarchal Sobor of the Resurrection of Christ,
on the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord

June 2,2011
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INTRODUCTION

1 The source of Christian life is faith in the risen Christ. This faith,
tormulated by the Church in the Nicene Creed, also known as the
Niceno-Constantinopolitan Symébol of Faith,' is expressed in her
liturgical prayer. Through this liturgical prayer we become partakers of
Christ’s Passover—partakers of new /ife in Christ. In this new life, we
grow by means of spiritual work and moral effort. Therefore, a coupling
of the Symbol of Faith with the Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil
the Great forms the methodological key for the text of the Catechism
Christ — Our Pascha.

A. Symbol of Faith

2 Concerning faith in the risen Christ as the very source of Christian life,
the apostle Peter preached the following: “Jesus of Nazareth ... God
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible
for him to be held in its power. ... This Jesus God raised up, and of that
we are all witnesses” (Aczs 2:22-24, 32). The significance of the Resur-
rection for our salvation is affirmed by the apostle Paul: “If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile” (1 Cor 15:17). Thus, for almost two
thousand years, the Church has unceasingly witnessed and preached the
Resurrection of Christ in order that people may believe and be saved:
“How are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? ... So faith comes from
what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ”
(Rom 10:14, 17).

3 By its very name, Christ — Our Pascha, our Catechism already points to
the Paschal foundations of faith: Christ has “trampled death by death,”
and by his Resurrection “has granted life eternal.” Faith in the Resur-
rection of Christ leads us to faith in God—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit; for Christ, the Son of God, “one in the Holy Trinity,”in the
Holy Spirit has revealed God the Father to us. The Church solemnly

! See CounciL oF NicaEA 1, Symbol of Fuaith; CounciL oF CONSTANTINOPLE I, Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Symbol of Faith.
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professes this faith of the apostles in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan
Symbol of Faith:?

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father. Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, one in being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary, and

became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered,
died and was buried. On the third day he rose again in fulfilment
of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father [and the Son]. With the Father and the
Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resur-
rection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

4 'The title Symébol [of Faith] signifies that every word of the Creed not
only conveys a concept about God, but also leads us into the very Mys-
tery of Divine Reality, revealing God for our response of faith: “The
apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrine confirmed the Church’s
one faith, and wearing the garment of truth woven from theology that
descends from on high, she rightly imparts the mystery of godliness
and sings her glory.”

5  'The profession of the Symbol of Faith is the prayerful contemplation
of the Church, and the sign of unity of Christians in faith: “Let your
[Symbol of Faith] be, as it were, a mirror to you. Therein see yourself,
whether you believe everything you profess to believe, and so rejoice day

by day in your faith.”

2 Liturgicon, The Divine Liturgy of our Holy Father Basil the Great, The Symbol of Faith;
CounciL oF CONSTANTINOPLE 1, The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Symbol of Faith.

* Floral Triodion, Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea,
Kontakion.

* AvucusTINE oF Hipro, Sermons on Selected Lessons of the New Testament, VIII, 13: PL 38,
399.
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B. Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great

6  'The Church proclaims to the human race the presence of the Risen
Christ within history, and manifests this presence in her liturgical
prayer. This happens when the faithful remember the historical events
of the Passion and Resurrection and thus become witnesses and com-
municants of the new life in Christ: “| Historical] truth and the solem-
nity [celebration of it] are not at variance.” In the Communion of the
Body and Blood of the Lord, the Church shows herself to be the one
Body of Christ (see Eph 1:23).

7 In the words of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, “Liturgical prayer becomes the
harbinger of the formulations of the fundamental truths of the faith in
the later Symbols, or Professions, of faith.”® Therefore, communal prayer
is also a symbol of the common faith of the Church. One such example
of the Church’s faith expressed liturgically is the Eucharistic Prayer, the
Anaphora (from the Greek lifting-up).

8  'The Anaphora is at the same time at the very heart of our Catechism. It
not only unites all three parts of the Catechism into an integral whole,
it also imparts to it the character of worship. With Christ’s Passover as
its very centre, the Anaphora is the memorial of this saving event, in the
context of the story of the creation and the salvation of the world by the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our tradition has two Anaphoras: in the
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom and the Liturgy of Saint Basil the
Great. In this Catechism, we make use of the Anaphora of Saint Basil
the Great, which describes the entire history of salvation:’

O Master, the One-Who-Is, Lord God, Father Almighty, who
deserve worship: it is truly right and proper, and fitting the
majesty of your holiness to praise you, to hymn you, to bless you,
to worship you, to thank you, to glorify you, who alone are truly
God; and to offer you with a contrite heart and spirit of humility
this our rational worship. For it is you who have granted us the
knowledge of your truth. And who can tell of all your acts of
power, make all your praises heard, or recount all your wonders at
every moment?

Master of all things, Lord of heaven and earth and of all creation,
visible and invisible, you are seated on a throne of glory and
look upon the depths. You are without beginning, invisible,
incomprehensible, uncircumscribed, unchangeable, the Father of

> AvucusTINE oF Hippo, Sermons, 220, Vigil of Easter: PL 39, 1089.
¢ PaTrIARCH JosYF Svipyy, 3asiuanns [ Testament] (December 22, 1981).

7 Liturgicon, The Divine Liturgy of Our Holy Father Basil the Great. English translation
tound in The Divine Liturgy: An Anthology for Worship, 287-298.
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our Lord, Jesus Christ, the great God and Saviour, our hope. He
is the image of your goodness, the perfect seal of your likeness—
revealing you, the Father, in himself—living Word, true God,
Wisdom before the ages, Life, Sanctification, Power, and the
true Light. Through him the Holy Spirit was made manifest, the
Spirit of truth, the grace of sonship, the pledge of the inheritance
to come, the first fruit of the eternal good things, the life-giving
power, the source of sanctification. Through him every rational
and intelligent creature is empowered, worshipping you and
ascribing to you the everlasting hymn of glory, because all things
are your servants. For Angels, Archangels, Thrones, Dominions,
Principalities, Authorities, Powers, and the many-eyed Cherubim
praise you. Around you stand the Seraphim; the one with six
wings and the other with six wings, and with two they cover their
faces, with two their feet, and with two they fly, as they cry to one
another with unceasing voices and never-silent hymns of glory,
singing, crying, exclaiming, and saying the triumphal hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are full of your
glory! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

With these blessed Powers, O Master who loves mankind, we
sinners also cry out and say: Holy are you—truly, all-holy—and
there is no measure to the majesty of your holiness. You are
righteous in all your works, because you have brought all things to
pass for us in justice and true judgment.

For You fashioned a man by taking dust from the earth, and
honoured him, O God, with your own image. You placed him in
the Paradise of delight and promised him immortal life and the
enjoyment of eternal good things if he kept your commandments.

But when he disobeyed you, the true God, who had created him,
and when he had been led astray by the deception of the serpent,
and been slain by his own transgressions, you banished him from
Paradise into this world by your just judgment, O God, and
returned him to the earth, from which he had been taken. But in
your Christ, you established for him the salvation which comes

through rebirth.

For you did not utterly turn away from your creature, O Good
One, nor did you forget the work of your hands, but you visited
us in diverse ways through your compassionate mercy. You sent
Prophets, you performed deeds of power through your saints, who
have been well-pleasing to you in every generation; you spoke to
us through the mouths of your servants the Prophets, announcing
to us beforehand the salvation that was to come; you gave the law
as a help; you appointed angels as guardians.
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And when the fullness of time had come, you spoke to us through
your Son, through whom you had also made the ages. He is the
brightness of your glory and the express imprint of your substance.
He bears all things by the word of his power; yet he did not
consider equality with you, God and Father, as something to be
grasped; and though he is God before the ages, he appeared on
earth and lived among mortals. Taking flesh of a holy Virgin,
he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in
the likeness of our lowly body, so that he might make us in the
likeness of the image of his glory. For as sin had entered the world
through a man, and through sin death, your only-begotten Son—
who is in your bosom, God and Father, being born of a woman,
the holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, being born under
the law—was well-pleased to condemn sin in his flesh, so that all

who had died in Adam might be given life in your Christ himself.

And having lived in this world, giving us saving commandments,
and turning us from the error of idols, he brought us to the
knowledge of you, the true God and Father, and acquired us for
himself as a people all his own, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.
And when he had cleansed us by water and sanctified us by the
Holy Spirit, he gave himself as an exchange to death, by which we
had been held captive, sold under sin.

And when he had descended through the Cross into Hades, so
that he might fill all things with himself, he loosed the pangs
of death. And rising on the third day and making a way for all
flesh to the resurrection of the dead—for it was not possible for
the Prince of life to be mastered by corruption—he became the
first fruit of those that sleep, the first-born of the dead, so that
he might have pre-eminence in all things. And he ascended into
heaven and took his seat at the right hand of your majesty on high;
and he will come again to reward each according to their works.

But he has left for us these memorials of his saving passion, which
we have set forth according to his commandments. For when he
was about to go forth to his voluntary, ever-memorable and life-
giving death, on the night he gave himself up for the life of the
world, he took bread into his holy and immaculate hands, and
when he had shown it to you, God and Father, and had given
thanks, blessed, hallowed, and broken it,

He gave it to his holy disciples and apostles, saying: Take, eat,
this is my Body, which is broken for you for the forgiveness of
sins.

Amen.
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Likewise, when he had also taken the Cup of the fruit of the vine,
mixed it, given thanks, blessed and hallowed it,

He gave it to his holy disciples and apostles, saying: Drink of
it, all of you, this is my blood of the New Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Amen.

Do this in memory of me; for as often as you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim my death and confess my Resurrection.

Therefore, Master, as we too remember his saving passion, the life-
giving Cross, the burial for three days, the Resurrection from the
dead, the Ascension into heaven, the sitting at your right hand, O
God and Father, and his glorious and dread second coming;

We offer to you, yours of your own, in behalf of all and for all.

We sing of you, we bless you, we thank you, O Lord, and we pray to you,
our God.

Therefore, O all-holy Master, we sinners and your unworthy
servants, whom you have counted worthy to minister at your
holy altar, not because of our own righteousness—for we have
done nothing good on earth—but because of your mercies and
compassion, which you have richly poured out on us: we too boldly
approach your holy altar, and as we set forth the sacramental
realities of the holy body and blood of your Christ, we beg and
implore you, O Holy of Holies, that by the good pleasure of your
goodness, your Holy Spirit may come upon us and upon these
gifts set forth here, and that he may bless and sanctify them and
show:

This bread to be the precious body of our Lord and God and

Saviour, Jesus Christ,

And this cup to be the precious blood of our Lord and God and

Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Poured out for the life of the world.

And unite all of us, who share in this one bread and cup, with
one another into the communion of the one Holy Spirit, and let
none of us partake of the holy body and blood of your Christ
unto judgment or condemnation. Instead, may we find mercy and
grace with all the saints, who have been well-pleasing to you since
time began, the forefathers, fathers, patriarchs, prophets, apostles,
preachers, evangelists, martyrs, confessors, teachers, and every just

spirit made perfect by faith.
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Especially with our most holy, most pure, most blessed and
glorious Lady, the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin, Mary.

In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic ranks and all
the human race. Sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride
and boast, from whom God is made flesh and became a little Child; and
he who is our God before the ages, he made your womb a throne, and he
made it wider than all the heavens. In you, O Full of Grace, all creation
rejoices. Glory be to you.

With the holy prophet, forerunner, and Baptist, John, the holy,
glorious and all-praised Apostles, with Saint N./NN., whose
memory we celebrate, and all your saints, by whose intercessions

visit us, O God.

And remember all who have fallen asleep in the hope of
resurrection and eternal life. For the repose and forgiveness of sins
of the servants of God VN.. Give them rest, O our God, in a place
of light, whence have fled all sorrow and mourning—in the place
where the light of your face keeps watch.

Again we pray you: remember, O Lord, your holy, catholic and
apostolic Church, from one end of the world to the other, and
give peace to her whom you have made your own by the precious
blood of your Christ, and establish this holy house until the

consummation of the world.

Remember, O Lord, those who have brought these gifts, and
those for whom, through whom, and on behalf of whom they have
brought them. Remember, O Lord, those who bring offerings
and do good work in your holy churches, and who remember the
poor. Reward them with your riches and heavenly gifts of grace;
for earthly things grant them heavenly ones; for temporal ones,
eternal, for corruptible, incorruptible. Remember, O Lord, those
in deserts and mountains and caves and in the hollows of the earth.
Remember, O Lord, those who live in virginity, piety, asceticism,

and purity.

Remember, O Lord, our nation under God, our government and
all the military, grant them deep and undisturbed peace; speak
good things to their hearts for your Church and for all your
people; so that by their tranquillity we may pass our life in quiet
and calm, in all piety and purity. Remember, O Lord, all officials
and authorities, our brethren in the government and all the armed
forces. Keep those who are good in goodness. In your kindness,
make good those who are wicked.

Remember, O Lord, the people here present and those who
are absent for just causes, and have mercy on them and on us
according to the multitude of your mercy. Fill their storehouses
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with every good thing; preserve their marriages in peace and
concord; nourish the infants, guide the young, strengthen the
aged; comfort the fainthearted; gather the scattered; bring back
the wayward, and join them to your holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. Free those who are troubled by unclean spirits, sail with
those who sail, journey with those journeying, champion widows,
protect orphans, deliver prisoners, heal the sick.

Remember, O God, those under trial, in mines, exile, bitter slavery
and in every tribulation, constraint and trouble, and all who
entreat your great compassion; and those who love us, those who
hate us and those who have asked us, unworthy though we are, to

pray for them.

And remember all your people, O Lord our God. Pour out on
them your rich mercy, granting them all their petitions unto
salvation. And those whom we have not remembered, either
through ignorance, or forgetfulness, or the number of their names,
remember them yourself, O God, who know the age and name
of each, who know each from their mother’s womb. For You, O
Lord, are the help of the helpless, the hope of those without hope,
the Saviour of the storm-tossed, the haven of those at sea, the
physician of the sick. Be all things to all people, O you who know

each one and their request, each household and its needs.

Deliver, O Lord, this city (or: this village, or: this monastery),
and every city, town and village, from famine, plague, earthquake,
flood, fire, sword, foreign invasion and civil war.

Among the first, remember, O Lord, our most holy universal
Pontiff, V., Pope of Rome; our most blessed Major Archbishop
and Metropolitan, N., our most reverend Archbishop and
Metropolitan, V., our God-loving Bishop, N.. For the sake of
your holy churches grant that they may live in peace, safety,
honour, and health for many years, and rightly impart the word
of your truth.

And remember all men and all women.

Remember, O Lord, the servant(s) of God N./NIV., unto their
salvation, visitation, and the forgiveness of their sins. Remember,
O Lord, the entire episcopate of the orthodox that rightly imparts
the word of your truth.

According to the multitude of your mercies, remember also me,
your unworthy servant. Pardon my every offence, voluntary and
involuntary; and do not, because of my sins, withhold the grace of
your Holy Spirit from the gifts set forth here. Remember, Lord,
the order of presbyters, the diaconate in Christ, and every order of
clergy; put none of us who stand around your altar to shame.
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Visit us in your goodness, O Lord. Shine on us with your rich
mercies; grant us temperate and fruitful weather; bestow on the
earth moderate rains to bring forth fruit. Bless the crown of the
year with your goodness; end the schisms of the Churches; quench
the ragings of the nations; speedily put down the uprisings of
heresies by the power of your Holy Spirit.

Receive us all into Your kingdom, declaring us to be children of
the light and children of the day. Grant us your peace and your
love, O Lord, our God; for you have given us everything.

And grant that with one voice and one heart we may glorify and
sing the praises of your most honoured and magnificent name,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever.

Amen.

C. Structure of the Catechism

9  This Catechism is composed of three parts: “The Faith of the
Church,” “The Prayer of the Church,” and “The Life of the Church.”
'This division reflects the very essence of Christian salvation. In the
prayer of the Anaphora, while remembering all the events of salvation
history—the crown being the Passover of Christ—the Church
professes the foundational truths of the Christian faith. These truths,
along with an explanation of the Symbol of Faith, are presented in
Part One of the Catechism.

10  Part Two of the Catechism develops the liturgical understanding of
Christ’s Passover, based upon the words of Christ’s institution of the
Eucharist at the Mystical Supper [Last Supper] and as cited by the
Anaphora. This is the Eucharistic heart from which proceed all the
cycles of Church’s liturgical prayer (daily, weekly, yearly); from which
flow the Holy Mysteries and their celebration; and from which spiritual
life is born, and devotion flourishes.

11 By faith and prayer the Church is filled with grace for the sanctification
of humankind and the transformation of all spheres of human exist-
ence. The spiritual and moral dimensions of personal, family, and socio-

political life, prayerfully remembered in the Anaphora, are presented in
Part Three of the Catechism.
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Part One
THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH
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12 Part One of the Catechism presents the contents of Christian faith in
the Most Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—one
God, who revealed himself to humankind and made known to it his
will.® This content of faith is solemnly professed by the Church in her
universal proclamation of the Symbol of Faith, and prayerfully expe-
rienced in the Anaphora of the Divine Liturgy. Thus, Part One of the
Catechism, consisting of three sections, is structured upon the explana-
tion of the Symbol of Faith and the Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint
Basil the Great.

13 Section One, “Revelation of the Most Holy Trinity,” presents the con-
tents of the Revelation of God, the Creator and Almighty Ruler (in
Greek, Pantocrator) of the universe. This Revelation is contained within
Holy Tradition and the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments, and entrusted to the Holy Church, which announces, interprets,
and authoritatively teaches it. The Church encourages everyone to come
to the knowledge of God, that by reading and listening to the Word of
God, they may live by it daily. As a seed planted in good soil, the Word
of God grows within us, illuminating and leading us into the mystical

depth of God’s life.

14 'The summit of God’s Revelation is the Son of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ, incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. In his words
and deeds he revealed the love of God the Father. The apostles, Christ’s
disciples, received the Word of God and proclaimed the good news
about him to the whole world. They witnessed to Christ by the word
of their preaching and by the example of their lives. The mission of
the apostles was taken up by their successors, the Holy Fathers of the
Church, who preserved and safeguarded the unbroken continuity of
Apostolic Tradition by means of the episcopal succession down to our
times.

15  Section Two, “We Believe in the Trinity—One in Being and Undi-
vided,” presents the doctrine of the Church regarding the Most Holy
Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Mystery of

8 See VaTican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 2.

13
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the Most Holy Trinity surpasses all human understanding. Receiving
this Mystery of the Triune God by faith, we draw near to him and are
filled by him. At the same time, we attain an ever greater fullness of the

knowledge of God and life in him.

16  Section Three, “We Believe in One God the Father Almighty, and
in the Only Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
Giver of Life,” reveals what God has done, in light of faith, “for us men
[people] and for our salvation.” These saving works of God constitute a
sacred history: the creation of the world and humankind, the promise of
salvation, the incarnation of God’s Son, the Resurrection of Christ, the
sending of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, and the second coming of
Christ in glory.

17 Our salvation is fulfilled in the Church of Christ—one, holy, catho-
lic, and apostolic. This one Catholic Church exists in self-governing
Churches and is formed out of them,” among which is also our Ukrain-
ian Catholic Church. Section Three, and Part One of the Catechism,

concludes with the remembrance of the Ukrainian New Martyrs and
Confessors of the faith.

° See Varican Councit IT, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium [Light
of the Nations], 23.

14
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I. REVELATION OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

For it is you who have granted us the knowledge of your truth.
And who can tell of all your acts of power,

make all your praises heard,

or recount all your wonders at every moment?

(Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great)

A. God’s Revelation
18  'The faith of the Church is founded on God’s Revelation. By this Rev-

elation the invisible God, from the fullness of his love, speaks to human
beings to make himself known to them and to call them to communion
with him: “In his goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal himself
and to make known to us the hidden purpose of his will (see Eph 1:9)
by which humankind might have access in the Holy Spirit to the Father
and come to share in the divine nature through Christ, the Word made
flesh (see Eph 2:18; 2 Pr 1:4).”° God, who “dwells in unapproachable
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see” (1 7m 6:16; see Jn 1:8;
1 Jn 4:12), “came clothed in flesh ... so that both the living and the
dead might know of his visitation and of the coming of the Lord.”"! By
revealing himself, God, who in his essence is unknowable, “wishes to
make [people] capable of responding to him, and of knowing him, and

of loving him far beyond their own natural capacity.”"?

19 God’s Revelation is realized simultaneously by deeds and words, which
are intrinsically bound up with each other and shed light upon each
other.”® It involves a specific “divine pedagogy:”** God communicates
himself to humanity gradually, preparing it in stages for the reception of
the Revelation of his own self, culminating in the fullness of this Rev-
elation in the person and activity of the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ.
“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds”
(Heb 1:1-2). Only in his incarnate Word, which was from the begin-

10 Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The

Word of God], 2.
11 TLARION, METROPOLITAN OF Ky1V, Sermon on Law and Grace, 2.
12 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 52.

3 See Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The

Word of God], 2.
4 See Catechism of the Catholic Church, 53.
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ning (see /n 1:1), that is, in Jesus Christ, does God reveal himself in all
tullness; for in him, together with human nature, “the whole fullness of

deity dwells bodily” (Co/ 2:9).

20 In the Old Testament, God manifested himself to Moses on Mount
Sinai as The-One-Who-Is, I am wro 4am (Ex 3:14), revealing to Moses
not something about himself, but his very Self. The name Zhe-One-
Who-Is points to the personal nature of God, who possesses being in
his very Self and who is the Source of all existence and life. In the New
Testament, God, who is first to go out to meet humankind (see J» 3:16;
1 Jn 4:19), reveals himself as Father through his incarnate Son, Jesus
Christ, and in the Holy Spirit (see Mz 11:27).

1. God’s Word in Creation

21 Only God exists from all eternity, and it is he who has brought all crea-
tion from non-being into being. Only he possesses the fullness of life;
whereas the world, having been created, owes its existence to him. God
creates everything by his Word: “All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being” (Jz 1:3; see Gn
1). Nature, created by God, and nature’s laws proceed from the Word:
“For the voice ... and command were as a natural and permanent law
for [the earth]; it gave fertility and the power to produce fruit for all
ages to come.”® The Word of God provides the norm, or law, as well
as meaning to all creation: the phrase “God said” means that a wise and
creative word has been imparted to every substance or nature.'® In the
contemplation of nature, its established laws and harmony, we come to
know the wisdom of the Creator and the beauty of his plan. All crea-
tion praises God, his majesty, his glory and wisdom: “The heavens are
telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork”
(Ps 18[19]:2); “Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth!” (Ps 8:2).

22 By means of the world, as God’s creation, we come to know the
Creator: “Ever since the creation of the world, his eternal power and
divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen
through the things he has made” (Rom 1:20). The Holy Fathers of the
Church have often compared the world to a book through which we
discover its Author.!” By coming to know God through his creation,

> BasiL THE GREAT, Hexaemeron, Homily 5,1: PG 29, 96A.
16 See GREGORY OF Nyssa, Hexaemeron: PG 44, 88-89.

17 See BasiL THE GREAT, Hexaemeron, Homily 4: PG 29, 77; Joun CurysosTom, Homily on
Statues, 9: PG 49,105-122.
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we simultaneously acquire experience of being in the presence of God,
and we become capable of glorifying him “in all places of his dominion”

(Ps 102[103]:22).

2. God in History

23 God reveals himself to humanity not only as Creator and Almighty
Ruler (Pantocrator) of the world but also as Father and Saviour of his
people. The history of humankind is a sacred history inasmuch as God
himself appears and acts within it. God realizes his plan of salvation
within history by deeds and words, which have an inner unity. The deeds
wrought by God manifest and confirm the teaching expressed through
his words, while the words proclaim the deeds and clarify the mystery
contained in them. The fullness of truth about God and the salvation
of humanity are made clear to us in Christ, who simultaneously is the
mediator and the fullness of all Revelation.!®

24 God revealed to Adam and Eve, and through them to all humankind,
their vocation to continue the work of creation: “Be fruitful and mul-
tiply, and fill the earth and subdue it” (Gn 1:28). When our first par-
ents fell away from God because of their sin, God did not abandon
humankind but promised to send a Saviour: “... he [the offspring of the
woman, Jesus Christ] will strike your [the serpent’s] head” (Gn 3:15).

25  Even having lost true knowledge of God because of the fall, a human
being does not stop seeking the One who is the origin of all things.
Speaking about this search to the inhabitants of Athens, the holy apos-
tle Paul said:

Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For
as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription,
“To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown,
this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and every-
thing in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
shrines made by human hands (Acts 17:22-24).

26 Among those who “search for God and perhaps grope for him and
find him” (Aczs 17:27), God reveals himself to Abraham, calling him
to become the father of all believers, he grants him the promise of off-
spring and land. God confirms this promise by giving Abraham a son,
Isaac, and to him—Jacob. And so, appearing to Moses in the burning
bush in order to call him to lead his people out of Egypt, the house of

18 See Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 2.
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slavery, the God-Who-Is reveals himself as “the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Ex 3:15), “the God of our ances-
tors” (Dr 26:7). By leading the Israelites across the Red Sea, by giving
them his commandments on Mount Sinai, and by leading them into
the Promised Land, God shows that he not only enters into the history
of his people; he also calls them to the fullness of life in him: “And I will
walk among you, and will be your God, and you shall be my people” (Lo
26:12).'To David, who wished to build a house for God, a temple, God
promises that he himself will build him a “house.” He will bring forth
from his loins an offspring, the Christ, and his kingdom shall have no
end (see 2 §m 7:11-16). The Church sees this promise fulfilled in Jesus
Christ: “And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ances-
tor David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his

kingdom there will be no end” (L% 1:32-33).

27 In the New Testament, the fullness of Revelation is attained in the
Only-Begotten Son, who from all eternity is within the bosom of the
Father and reveals the Father (see /n 1:18). Jesus himself emphasizes:
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9). Jesus thus
confirms that he and the Father are one (see /z 10:30). As the “image of
the invisible God” (Co/ 1:15), Christ brings the fullness of Revelation.
Christ, truly God and truly human, also reveals in himself the image of
a perfect human being.

28  'The Church believes that there is only one unique Revelation of God to
humankind, the fullness of which was brought to us and given by Jesus
Christ, so that no other Revelation exists.'” God’s Revelation continues
to be transmitted by the Church, the Body of Christ, that we may con-
tinue to grow in faith and knowledge of God.

29 In her worship life, the Church unites the calendar year with the litur-
gical year—nhistorical time with the sacred time of salvation. In liturgi-
cal celebration, the historical events of the earthly life of the Saviour
become for us saving mysteries. In this way, God continues to act in his-
tory, until its final consummation in the second coming of Jesus Christ.
While in the Old Testament, God revealed himself to chosen individu-
als—the patriarchs, prophets, and kings—in the New Testament, all the
members of Christ’s Church receive his Revelation.

19 See Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [ The
Word of God], 4.
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You spoke to us through the mouths of your servants the Prophets,
announcing to us beforehand the salvation that was to come;
you gave the law as a help; you appointed angels as guardians.
And when the fullness of time had come,

you spoke to us through your Son,

through whom you had also made the ages.

(Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great)

B. Holy Tradition

30 God the Father, who revealed himself through his Son in the Holy
Spirit, offers his life to the faithful through the Church. The gracious
action of the Holy Spirit, who reveals truth—and life in that truth—to
all who live in communion with God, we call Holy Tradition. God,
“who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth” (1 7 2:4), that is, to the knowledge of Jesus Christ (see Jz 14:6),
reveals to humanity “what has been hidden since the foundation of the
world” (M 13:35). His word remains firm and unchangeable: “In his
gracious goodness, God has seen to it that what he had revealed for the
salvation of all nations would abide perpetually in its full integrity and
be handed on to all generations.” Therefore, Christ is to be preached
to all nations and all peoples, so that God’s Revelation may thus reach
the ends of the earth.

31 According to Saint Irenaeus of Lyons, the essence of Holy Tradition is
this—that all Christians share one and the same faith, by which they
become partakers of God’s life:

All receive one and the same God the Father, and believe in the
same dispensation regarding the incarnation of the Son of God,
and are cognizant of the same gift of the Spirit, and are conver-
sant with the same commandments, and preserve the same form
of ecclesiastical constitution, and expect the same advent of the
Lord, and await the same salvation of the complete man, that is,

of the soul and body.*!

According to the testimony of Saint Basil the Great, Holy Tradition
is that which “the Lord himself taught us, what the apostles preached,
what the Fathers held fast, and what the martyrs confirmed.”?* It
includes all that was transmitted to us by Christ himself, as well as the
teaching of the apostles and the faith of the Church. Saint Basil notes:

2 Varican Councit I, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 7.

# IRENAEUS OF Lyons, Against Heresies, V, 20, 1: PG 7,1177.
2 BasiL THE GREAT, Against Sabellians, and Arius, and Anomeans, Homily 24, 6: PG 31, 612.
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... of the beliefs and practices which are preserved in the Church,
some that we possess are derived from written teaching; others
we have received, delivered to us through the Mysteries and by
Apostolic Tradition; all of these in relation to true religion have
the same force ... Were we to attempt to reject such customs as
having no written authority, on the ground that the importance
they possess is small, we should unintentionally injure the Gospel
in its essentials; or, rather, we would make our public definition a
mere phrase and nothing more.?

Saint Basil connects Holy Tradition with liturgical life, noting that in
addition to the profession of faith in the Most Holy Trinity, it also
embraces the sign of the Cross in the Rite of Reception into the Cat-
echumenate; one’s orientation during prayer, that is, facing East; the
renunciation of Satan and his dominion; the triple immersion at Bap-
tism; standing during worship on Sundays; the epik/esis [i.e., invocation
of the Holy Spirit] in the Eucharist; the blessing of water and oil, and
so forth.?*

1. Apostolic Tradition

32 Christ entrusts the word of Revelation to his apostles: ... for the words
that you [Father] gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them ... I have given them your word” (Jz 17:8, 14). The Church con-
tinues the apostolic mission in the transmission of God’s Revelation.
She is called to preach and to interpret it. To fulfil this, Christ gave
his Church the Holy Spirit, who leads her into all truth (see /z 16:13).
The Church transmits God’s Revelation in two ways: ora/ly—"by the
apostles who, by their oral preaching, by example, and by observances
handed on what they had received from the lips of Christ, from living
with him, and from what he did, or what they had learned through the
prompting of the Holy Spirit;”* and in writing—"“by those apostles and
apostolic men who under the inspiration of the same Holy Spirit com-
mitted the message of salvation to writing.”*

33 Christ chooses his apostles and sends them to preach the Word: “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations ... teaching them to obey eve-
rything that I have commanded you” (M7 28:19-20). Having received

# BasiL THE GREAT, On the Holy Spiriz, 27: PG 32,190-192.
2 See BasiL THE GREAT, On the Holy Spirit, 27: PG 32, 185-196.

» Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The

Word of God], 7.

Varican Councir II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 7.
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this commission at Christ’s Ascension and then receiving the power of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the apostles began to preach
Christ and witness to him: “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all
of us are witnesses” (Aczs 2:32). Following the example of Christ the
Teacher, the apostles transmit his Gospel to their own disciples through
the living word of preaching, calling upon all to preserve it: “Guard the
good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living
inus” (2 Tm 1:14).

34 'The apostles have entrusted us with “all that Jesus did and taught from
the beginning” (Aezs 1:1). The holy apostle Paul testifies to this when
he writes to the faithful in Thessalonica: “So then, brothers and sisters,
stand firm and hold fast to the traditions which you were taught by us,
either by word of mouth or by letter” (2 Zhes 2:15). The Church has
always called upon Christians to remain faithful to the teachings of the
apostles, and thus, she has preserved the immutability of Holy Tradi-
tion, and by this token, her faithfulness to Jesus Christ. The essence of
Tradition consists in faithfully following Christ within the Church for
all generations, until the end of time. Holy Tradition is unchangeable
because its content is Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday and today
and forever (see Heb 13:8).

2. Faithfulness to Tradition

35 'The unbroken continuity of Tradition is realized in the liturgical life of
the Church, and in the teachings of the Holy Fathers, whose witness
to the Truth is based not on human recollections, but on a living and
uninterrupted experience of the Holy Spirit. The constancy of this
experience within the Christian community is the safeguard of our
faithfulness to the apostles’teaching, to the heritage of the Holy Fathers,
and to the teaching of the Church, which strengthens our hope in the
promise of the coming age. Faithfulness to Tradition is faithfulness to
new life in Christ, which has been transmitted by the Holy Spirit to the
apostles, and from them to the bishops, the presbyters, the deacons, and
all the faithful.

36 'The first Christian communities preserved and transmitted the apos-
tolic teaching; they preached the word of God and lived by it (see Phi/
2:6-11), continually abiding in “the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
[devoting themselves] to the breaking of the bread and the prayers”
(Acts 2:42). Especially in the “breaking of the bread,” Christians recog-
nized the fulfilment of the Gospel and the presence of Christ among
them (see L4 24:31). At the same time, they announced the arrival of
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the coming age. They did so while living in this world, yet not being “of
this world” (see /n 15:19; 17:14). These words can be fully applied to the
Church today, which maintains within herself the Apostolic Tradition.
Following the example of Peter, the Church unceasingly calls all people
to repentance and baptism, by which they receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit: “For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are
far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him” (Aezs 2:39).
'The faithful receive a foretaste of these events and of the coming of the
kingdom of God in the Most Holy Eucharist, where the encounter and
communion of God and humankind is realized. This is the content of
Tradition by which the Church lived in apostolic times, by which she

lives today, and by which she will live in the age to come.

3. Holy Tradition and Holy Scripture
37 'The Church believes and teaches:

There exists a close connection and communication between Holy
Tradition and Holy Secripture. For both of them, flowing from the
same divine wellspring ... tend toward the same end. For Holy
Scripture is the word of God inasmuch as it is consigned to writ-
ing under the inspiration of the Divine Spirit, while Holy Tradi-
tion takes the word of God entrusted by Christ the Lord and the
Holy Spirit to the apostles, and hands it on to their successors in
its full purity, so that led by the light of the Spirit of truth, they
may in proclaiming it preserve this word of God faithfully, explain
it, and make it more widely known.?’

On the basis of the Holy Scriptures, the Church establishes the truth
of oral Tradition, which in turn interprets and explains the Holy Scrip-
tures. The oral Tradition is expressed through the teachings of the Holy
Fathers, especially at ecumenical and local Councils. For this reason, the
Church teaches us to receive with faith and to respect both the Holy
Scriptures and the oral Tradition.

C. The Holy Scriptures

38 In his providence, God envisaged the transmission of his Revelation
also in written form. This would give the opportunity to preserve his
Revelation unchangeable, and to transmit it from generation to gen-
eration throughout human history. People inspired by God transcribed
God’s word forming the Bible (from the Greek Bib/ia, meaning books),

27 Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 9.
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which we call Holy Scripture. “All Scripture is inspired by God and is
useful” (2 Tm 3:16). Holy Scripture is the Word of God addressed to
every human being. Therefore, it is relevant in every time and every
place. The Holy Scriptures are a collection of books, written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit by holy people, which the Church of Christ
has received and preserves as the Word of God. These books comprise
the canon of Holy Scripture, which the Church has identified in the
light of Apostolic Tradition. This canon includes 47 books of the Old
Testament and 27 of the New Testament.

39 'The OId Testament contains the Revelation which God gave to
humankind from the beginning of the world to the coming of the
Saviour. The Old Testament includes: the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy); the Historical Books (Joshua,
Judges, Ruth, two books of Samuel, two books of Kings, two books
of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Tobit, Judith, Esther, and two books
of Maccabees); the Poetic Books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Song of Songs, Wisdom, and Sirach); and the Prophetic Books (Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Lamentations of Jeremiah, Baruch, Letter of Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, and Malachi). The Psalms
of David are used in all the divine services of the Church, while selected
texts of other books are used as readings at Vespers and at the Hours.

40 'The Holy Scriptures of the New Testament contain the Revelation
which God has given to humanity through his only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, and his apostles. It consists of 27 books: the Four Gospels
according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, which announce the
earthly life and teaching of Christ; the Acts of the Apostles, which
describes the growth of Christ’s Church, especially the service and
preaching of the chief apostles Peter and Paul; fourteen epistles of the
holy apostle Paul (one to the Romans, two to the Corinthians, one each
to the Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, two to the
'Thessalonians, two to Timothy,and one each to Titus, Philemon,and the
Hebrews); seven catholic [universal] epistles, written by other apostles
to various Christian communities (one by James, two by Peter, three by
John, and one by Jude); and the Revelation of John the Theologian.

1. Divine and Human Aspects of Holy Scripture

41 'The fullness of God’s Revelation is Jesus Christ, the God-man,
in whom along with a human nature “the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily” (Co/ 2:9). As the divine and human natures are united
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inseparably in Christ, so in the Holy Scriptures the divine Word of
God is transmitted to us by human language. God’s words, expressed
in human words, adapted themselves to human language, just as the
Word of the eternal Father, when he took upon himself the flesh of
human weakness, lived just like a human being.”® “The Word of God
permeates all of Holy Scripture. That one Word resounds from the
mouths of all the holy sacred ministers; that Word which was with
God from the beginning does not require syllables because that Word
is not dependent upon time.””

42 In reading and interpreting Holy Scripture, the Church always takes
into account two important dimensions: the divine and the human.
Neglect of the human dimension in Holy Scripture leads to literalism,
where human forms of transmitting the Word of God are given a divine
character. On the other hand, rejection of the divine dimension reduces
Holy Scripture to a mere historical-literary work.

2. Unity of the Old and New Testaments

43 From the earliest times, the Church has studiously preserved the divinely
wise richness of the Old Testament, regarding it as her heritage. “The
unity of the two Testaments proceeds from the unity of God’s plan and
his Revelation. The Old Testament prepares for the New, and the New
Testament fulfils the Old; the two shed light on each other; both are
true Word of God.” At first, God chose Israel to receive and carry the
truth of Revelation; then, in the New Testament, this truth is received
by the Church, which is called the New Israel.

44 God, the inspirer and author of the books of both Testaments, wisely
arranged that the New Testament be hidden in the Old, and the Old
be manifested in the New.** For although Christ established the New
Covenant in his Blood (see Lz 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25), all the same, the
books of the Old Testament were thoroughly absorbed into the proc-
lamation of the Gospel; they attain and reveal their full meaning in the
New Testament (see Mz 5:17; Lk 24:27; Rom 16:25-26; 2 Cor 3:14-16).
In turn, they shed light on the New Testament and explain it.*

% See Varican Councit I, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 13.

¥ AvcusTINE oF Hipro, Exposition of Psalm 103, Sermon 4: PL 37,1348.

30 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 140.

1 AucusTINE OF Hippo, Seven Books of Questions on the Heptateuch, 2,73: PL 34, 623.

32 See Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 16.

24

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 24 @ 9/14/2018 9:14:56 AM



45 In the light of Apostolic Tradition, the Church uses typology to illu-
mine the unity of God’s plan of salvation (in Greek, economia) in both
Testaments. Typology is a manner of reading Holy Scripture that allow
us to discern in the works that God performed in Old Testament
times, prefigurations of what he accomplished in the fullness of time
in the person of his incarnate Son.* In the persons and events of the
Old Testament, the Holy Fathers saw the prefigurations and icons of
events from the life of Christ and his Church. Therefore, Christians
reading the Old Testament in light of the Paschal Mysteries discover
its deeper meaning.

3. Reading and Explanation of Holy Scripture

46  Saint Jerome teaches that “ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance
of Christ.”** Therefore, to know Christ one must read Holy Scripture,
which, in the words of Saint Paul, “is inspired by God and useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for
every good work” (2 Tm 3:16-17). One must read the Holy Scriptures
daily: “Reading Holy Scripture every day, even for a brief moment,
should become the custom of every Christian family. This reading
should become people’s daily nourishment.”

47  The Word of God is received with faith, and faith comes from what is
heard (see Rom 10:17). To understand the Holy Scriptures, it is neces-
sary to join reading the Word of God with Aearing that Word in homi-
lies and catechesis. As related in the Acts of the Apostles, a steward of
the Ethiopian queen was reading the prophecies of Isaiah about Christ,
but he did not understand them until the apostle Philip explained their
meaning to him. Thanks to this explanation, the steward believed in
Jesus Christ and was baptized (see Acts 8:26-39).

48 'The Holy Fathers of the Church not only read the Holy Scriptures
themselves, they also insistently encouraged all the faithful to read
them. Saint John Chrysostom writes:

Reading the Holy Scriptures, dearly beloved, is a great good. It
arouses the soul to an appreciation of wisdom, directs the mind

33 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 128.

** JeroME, Commentary on the Prophet Isaiah, Introduction: PL 24, 17; see Benedict XV,
Encyclical Spritus Paraclitus [ Spirit Comforter] (September 15, 1920); Pius XII, Encyclical
Diwvino Afflante Spiritu [Inspired by the Divine Spirit] (September 30, 1943).

35 METROPOLITAN ANDREY SHEPTYTSKY, IIpo nouumanns Césmozo Xpecma [On the Ven-
eration of the Holy Cross] (September 9, 1940).
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to heaven, brings one to a thankful attitude, prevents our getting
excited over any earthly reality, brings our thinking to rest in the
world beyond, brings ourselves to do everything with a view to
reward from the Lord, and to deal with the trials of virtue with
great readiness.®

49 Following the tradition of the Holy Fathers of the Church, Metropoli-
tan Andrey Sheptytsky refers to the Holy Scriptures as an infinite and
unfathomable ocean of truth and goodness:

Holy Scripture is the word of God Most High, one in the Trin-
ity, spoken to us useless sinners, whom the Most High calls
to the dignity of being his children and who receives us as his
children. It is therefore an inexhaustible treasury of all heavenly
blessings, a source of the light of heavenly, infallible truth, and of
living water, flowing unto eternal life and the eternal salvation of
the whole human race. And so, let us come to understand what
medicine for the soul, what angelic nourishment, what strength
for life, and what a most wonderful gift from heaven is every
word of Holy Scripture.®”

50 'The content of Holy Scripture is discerned most fully in the light of
Holy Tradition, by virtue of which the Holy Scriptures always remain
relevant and living. To understand Holy Scripture is to discern within
it the deepest content and meaning of Revelation as the history of
salvation. This is possible only in the Church, where it was born. The
best guide to understanding Holy Scripture is the prayer of the Church,
by means of which, by the action of the Holy Spirit, Holy Scripture is
revealed to us as the Word of God. Christ appears in the Word, just
as he appears in the Eucharistic Bread and Wine. For this reason, the
Fathers of the Church teach us about two tables—the table of the Word
and the table of the Bread—from which the faithful partake during the
Divine Liturgy.*®

51 Inasmuch as Holy Scripture is the Word of God expressed in human
words, the efforts of the human mind alone are insufficient for its inter-
pretation. It is necessary to read and explain it in the Spirit, by whom it
was written.*” Therefore, to discern the true meaning of the sacred texts,
it is necessary to pay attention to the content and unity of all Scripture,

% Joun CuRrysosToM, Homilies on Genesis, Homily 35,1: PG 53, 321.

37 METROPOLITAN ANDREY SHEPTYTSKY, Busnauns Bcenencvroi sipu [Profession of the
Universal Faith] (March-April 1942).

8 See Varican Councir II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The

Word of God], 21.

% See Benepict XV, Encyclical Spiritus Paraclitus [Spirit Comforter] (September 15,1920);
JerROME, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 5,19-21.
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taking into account the living Tradition of the entire Church and the
analogy of faith.* Saint Athanasius the Great warns us that quoting
individual passages, torn from the wholeness of Holy Scripture with no
regard for the general context, can lead one astray.*! Saint Jerome pro-
tesses that the content of the Gospel cannot be reduced to mere words:

We should not suppose that the essence of the Gospel is in the
words rather than in the actual meaning of Scripture, or on the
surface rather than in the inmost parts, or in the leaves of mere
words rather than in the root of reason ... Scripture is advanta-
geous to its hearers when it is spoken with Christ, when it is pro-
claimed with the Father, and when the preacher introduces it with
the Spirit.*

52 'The criterion for understanding the Word of God is the reading and
interpretation of the Holy Scriptures by the Church: “First of all you
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 P#1:20-
21). Christ entrusted the Church with the authentic interpretation of
Holy Scripture in her teaching ministry to God’s word. “This teaching
office [of the Church] is not above the word of God, but serves it, teach-
ing only what has been handed on ... it draws from this one deposit of
faith everything which it presents for belief as divinely revealed.”

Therefore, Master, as we too remember his saving passion,
the life-giving Cross, the burial for three days,

the resurrection from the dead, the ascension into heaven,
the sitting at your right hand, O God and Father,

and his glorious and dread second coming;

We offer to you, yours of your own, in behalf of all and for all.
(Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great)

D. Kerygma (Proclamation) and Catechesis

53 'The holy apostle Paul teaches that our faith in God and his Revela-
tion is born as a response to the Word that is heard (see Rom 10:17).
Therefore, the Church from the very beginning, as we read in the Acts

% See Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 12.

' ArHANAs1US THE GREAT, Against the Arians, Discourse I, 53: PG 26, 121; see Against the
Arians, Discourse II, 73-82: PG 26, 299-322; see First Letter to Serapion: PG 26, 580-581.

*2 JeroME, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 1,11: PL 26, 322.

# Varican Councit II, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum [The
Word of God], 10.
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of the Apostles, proclaimed the risen Christ (in Greek, erygma) and
taught the faith (in Greek, kazekhesis; see Acts 2:14-41). Kerygma is the
proclamation of the Paschal event of the Death and Resurrection of
Christ, manifested in the witness of the life of a Christian community.
Kerygma is united with the call to believe in Jesus Christ. Faith leads
to conversion, reception of Baptism, and readiness to follow Christ:
“In this do I believe and will not be ashamed; before the nations I will
profess this faith, and for its profession I will lay down my life.”*

54 Catechesis is the explanation of Christian teaching, which serves for
the preparation of catechumens for Baptism, the churching of faith-
ful and the deepening of their faith (mystagogy). We find examples of
apostolic catechesis especially in the First Epistle of Paul to the Corin-
thians, where the apostle responds to the questions of the faithful, and
clarifies the relation between faith and daily life. The goal of catechesis,
as the essential work of the Church, is to teach and to form Christians
in the faith, leading them into fellowship with Jesus Christ and the
Church community. Catechesis has a systematic character. It elucidates
a Christian understanding of the personal and social life of the faithful,
in light of the teachings of Christ and the Church.

1. Tradition of the Holy Fathers of the Church

55 'The apostolic proclamation of the Gospel was continued by the Fathers
of the Church, of whom the first were disciples of the apostles: the holy
hieromartyr Clement, Pope of Rome; Saint Ignatius the God-Bearer;
and Saint Polycarp of Smyrna. Their teaching and witness of the faith
was received from Christ’s apostles, and for this reason it is held in spe-
cial esteem in the Christian community.

56 'The Church acknowledges those who preached the Gospel in truth-
fulness of teaching and in holiness of life, and refers to them as Holy
Fathers. For this reason they proclaimed the Good News by the power
of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth. Thus, for the Church they became
Fathers in the faith, becoming like the apostle Paul, who said: “For
though you might have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not

have many fathers. Indeed, in Christ Jesus I became your father through
the gospel” (1 Cor 4:15-16).

57 'The Holy Fathers of the Church were witnesses of the Apostolic
Tradition. They defended its purity and aligned their own theological
teaching with it. The fullness of God’s Revelation is found in Christ
Jesus. However, in the course of history, the Church has progressively

# ILARION, METROPOLITAN OF Kv1v, Confession of Fuith.
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uncovered the depths of this Revelation. In their sermons and
explanations, the Fathers of the Church further deepened the
understanding of Apostolic Tradition and professed it in a conciliar
fashion. Their heritage is an integral part of Holy Tradition. In the
course of each liturgical year, the Church commemorates the Holy
Fathers, who clearly defined at Ecumenical Councils that which in the
Church has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.*

58 'The unified conciliar thought of the Fathers defined the content of
faith. Thanks to this, the faith endured for centuries without error and
was professed in the fullness of truth. The definitions of faith provided
by the Ecumenical Councils acquired the status of dogmas, and they
became the unchangeable teachings of the Church. Through these dog-
mas, the Fathers delineated the true profession of the Mysteries of God,
defending the Tradition from erroneous interpretations. The transmis-
sion of faith continues to this day through the ministry of bishops, the
successors of the apostles. We refer to this ministry as the “Teaching
Office” (in Latin, Magisterium) of the Church, when bishops transmit
with one mind, always and everywhere, that which they have received
from the apostles.

59 'The conciliar dogmatic definitions of faith were based upon the consen-
sus of the Fathers (in Latin, consensus Patrum). Saints such as Athana-
sius of Alexandria, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, Gregory of
Nyssa, Augustine of Hippo, Leo the Great, Cyril of Alexandria, Greg-
ory the Great, Maximus the Confessor, John of Damascus, and others
all contributed to this unified conciliar thinking of the Church.

2. Inculturation of the Good News

60 'The Gospel of Christ has been preached to various nations within the
diversity of their cultures.* This process has been called inculturation—
the expression of the one Tradition within the diversity of local tradi-
tions, and the convergence of evangelization with the particularities of
human cultures, languages, ways of life, and ways of thinking.

Tradition is to be distinguished from the various theological,
disciplinary, liturgical, or devotional traditions born in the local
churches over time. These are the particular forms, adapted to dif-
ferent places and times, in which the great Tradition is expressed.*

* See VINCENT oF LERINS, Commonitory for the Antiquity and Universality of the Catholic
Fuith, 6: PL. 50, 615.

4 See Varican CounciL II, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World
Gaudium et Spes [ Joy and Hope], 58.

. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 83.
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'The one Tradition was to be expressed in various cultures that are trans-
figured by the power of the Gospel, in accordance with the words of the
apostle Paul:

To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews ... To those
outside of the law I became as one outside the law (though I am
not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) that I might
win those outside the law ... I have become all things to all people,
that I might by all means save some (1 Cor 9:20-22).

61 'The inculturation of the Gospel bore fruit in the formation of various
Christian traditions: Byzantine, Latin, Coptic, Syrian, Armenian, and
others. Already from the very first centuries, Christianity also spread
into the lands of the ancient Slavic tribes. By the ninth century, two
brothers from Thessalonica, Saints Cyril and Methodius, Equal to the
Apostles, translated the Gospel and texts of divine services into a lan-
guage that the Slavic nations could understand. “By incarnating the
Gospel in the native culture of the peoples which they were evangeliz-
ing, Saints Cyril and Methodius were especially meritorious for the
formation and development of that same culture, or rather of many
cultures.”” From among the Christian cultures fostered by the Slavs,
there also arose the Christian culture of Rus-Ukraine, where the one
ecclesial Tradition developed into a particular ecclesial tradition.

62 In this way, the one Gospel of Jesus Christ took flesh in the multitude
of cultures of Christian peoples; the one Tradition of the Word of God
was expressed in a diversity of traditions. Through its own tradition,
every particular Church makes its own contribution to the understand-
ing of this one Tradition.

3. Growth in Faith: Catechumenate, Illumination,
Sacramental Initiation

63 In the first centuries, the catechesis of non-baptized adults in the
Church took place in three stages: Catechumenate, Illumination, and
Initiation. The Catechumenate (from the Greek katekhoumenos, mean-
ing one being instructed) began with the presentation of a new candi-
date to the Christian community. With the agreement of the commu-
nity, the candidate became a catechumen. The name of this person was
announced to the community; and now, the Holy Scriptures would be
announced to the catechumen. Such catechumens sometimes remained
in the narthex of the church, which served as an outward symbol of the
catechumens’ inner spiritual state: they were leaving the world behind,

*# Joun Paut II, Encyclical Slavorum Apostoli [ Apostles to the Slavs], 21.
30

ugcc-catechism-english-2016-6x9-September2018-second-edition.indd 30 @ 9/14/2018 9:14:57 AM



but had not yet fully entered into the Church, the temple of the faithful.
Having listened to the Word of God and the homily at the Divine Lit-
urgy, the catechumens were obliged to leave the church after the prayer
of the church community for them—the Litany for the Catechumens.

64 'The Catechumenate initiated the stage during which catechumens
tamiliarized themselves with the faith and prepared for Baptism. Before
the actual Baptism, the status of catechumens was changed to “those
being enlightened” [i.e., the stage of Illumination]. During pre-bap-
tismal catechesis, they were taught the Symbol of Faith and the Lord’s
Prayer, the “Our Father.” The pre-baptismal catechesis culminated in a
catechetical instruction delivered by the bishop himself.

65 Baptism immerses a person into the mystery of Christ’s Death and
Resurrection. It is the beginning of initiation into the mysteries (in
Greek, mystagogia). Having become a participant in the Death and Res-
urrection of Christ, the newly baptized person is sealed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit in Chrismation, and in the Eucharist receives the food
of eternal life.

66 In our tradition, Christian sacramental initiation is expressed also in
spatial terms. Baptism begins in the narthex or baptistery, Chrismation
takes place in the nave or temple of the faithful, and Holy Communion
at the threshold of the sanctuary. The newly baptized are clothed in
bright garments (in Ukrainian, £ryz/hmo), which in the early Church
were worn throughout all of Bright Week. These garments signify the
joy of life in Christ and the expectation of the fullness of one’s encoun-
ter with God at the second coming of Christ.

4. Environment in which Faith is Transmitted:

Family, Nation, and Church

67 'The primary context in which faith is transmitted is the family. Par-
ents form their children in the faith by the example of their lives and
the words of their prayer. In teaching the Gospel and witnessing to
it, parents become the first catechists for their children. As they raise
children in a Christian manner, parents create in their family a special
atmosphere, one of common prayer before icons and the observance of
Sundays and feast days.

68 From a young age, children enter into the spiritual life. This life is built
on prayer, hearing the Word of God, and receiving Holy Commun-
ion. As they grow into maturity, with the assistance of their parents,
children grow in the grace of the Mystery of Baptism. They learn to
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overcome evil and do what is good. For children, the inheritance of
faith received from their parents is a token of assurance of eternal life.
'The godly life of godparents and extended family members also plays
an important role in a child’s maturing in the faith. Christian family
customs establish in children a Christian perspective on human birth
and death, the formation of families and familial relationships, and
they develop a sense of belonging within a church community and
one’s people.

69 Every nation is a community, with its own historical memory, earthly
homeland, and struggle for well-being and perfection. It was to the
nations that Christ sent his apostles: “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you” (Mr 28:19-20). The Christianization of the nations
depends upon the gradual formation of a Christian worldview and
structuring of life. The Christian culture of a given nation is a means
for transmitting the faith from one generation to the next. It nurtures
within a nation a love for God, for one’s earthly homeland, sacrificial
service for the sake of its well-being, and an honest attitude towards
work; it strengthens bonds within families, among relatives, and in soci-
ety. The mutual permeation of the Gospel and the culture of a people is
expressed in the self-governance of a Church.

70  'The Church, one and at the same time diverse, is a prefigurement of the
family of nations, who are all equal and yet different. To all nations the
Church proclaims the way of salvation: “And undoubtedly the preach-
ing of the Church is true and steadfast, in which one and the same
way of salvation is shown throughout the world.”® In her ministry for
the salvation of all nations, the Church draws her strength from the
contemplation of the Most Holy Trinity, the divine community of the
Persons of the one God. She extends the invitation:

Come, O you peoples, let us worship the Godhead of three Per-
sons ... Holy God, who created all things through the Son, with
the cooperation of the Holy Spirit. Holy and Mighty, through
whom we have known the Father, and through whom the Holy
Spirit came into the world. Holy and Immortal, Comforting
Spirit, who proceeds from the Father and rests in the Son. O Holy
Trinity, glory be to you! *

* TRENAEUS OF Lyons, Against Heresies, V,20,1: PG 7,1177.
¥ Floral Triodion, Pentecost, Vespers, Final Sticheron at Psalm 140.
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II. WE BELIEVE IN THE TRINITY,
ONE IN ESSENCE AND UNDIVIDED

71 'The Mystery of the Most Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit—infinitely surpasses all possibilities of human understand-
ing. “His divinity [i.e., Godhead] is completely unfathomable, and his
essence, which is above all, is not what the mind conceives it to be.”°
According to the words of the apostle Paul, the depths of this mystery
can be plumbed only by the Holy Spirit: “So also no one comprehends
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor 2:11). However,
that same Spirit, the Spirit of truth, descending upon people, reveals the
inner life of God. The Holy Spirit teaches people to express the truth,
inasmuch as this is possible, through the language of faith: “Now we
have received ... the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand
the gifts bestowed upon us by God. And we speak of these things in
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpret-
ing spiritual things to those who are spiritual” (1 Cor 2:12-13). And
then, having thus taught, the Holy Spirit keeps vigil, that the faith, “the
assurance of things hoped for,” might grow into the contemplation of
“things not seen” (see Heb 11:1); that humankind may see the invisible
as if it were visible, and see what is obscure face to face. “[ Christians of
the East] perceive that one draws close to this presence above all by let-
ting oneself be taught an adoring silence, for at the culmination of the
knowledge and experience of God is his absolute transcendence.”?

72 'The presence of the transcendent God is expressed through the symbol-
ism of the liturgy and of the church building: by the curtain behind the
Royal Doors of the iconostasis, by the Holy Gifts covered by veils, by
the raised aer (in Slavonic, vozdukh) during the Creed, and by the cloud
of incense. “There is the transcendent unity of God and the fruitfulness
of God, and as we prepare to sing this truth we use the names “Irinity’
and ‘Unity’for that which is fact beyond every name.”? Even though we
refer to God using these titles, we are fully aware that we do not thereby
exhaust the mysteries of God.

No sooner do I conceive of the One than I am illumined by the
splendour of the Three; no sooner do I distinguish them [as Per-
sons] than I am carried back to the One. When I think of any One
of the Three [Persons] I think of him as the whole, and my eyes are
filled, and the greater part of what I am thinking of escapes me.*

*0 GREGORY OF Nyssa, Oration on the Divinity of the Son and the Holy Spirit: PG 46, 553.
*1 Jonun PauL II, Apostolic Letter Orientale Lumen [Light of the East], 16.

52 Psuepo-Di1oNysius THE AREOPOGITE, The Divine Names, 13,3: PG 3,981.

%3 GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN, Oration 40: The Oration on Holy Baptism, 41: PG 36, 417.
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73 In our liturgical and personal prayers, through the constant invocation
and glorification of the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, we simultaneously express our faith and communion with the
Most Holy Trinity, which grants us “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.”**

A. We Believe in God the Father

1 believe in one God, the Father. ..
(Symbol of Faith)

O Master, the One-Who-Is, Lord God, Father Almighty...
(Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great)

74  Basing itself on Divine Revelation and its interpretation by the Holy
Fathers, in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Symbol of Faith®® the
Church of Christ professes her faith in God the Father as follows: “I
believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.” The fatherhood of God is understood to
mean that the Father eternally begets the Son; and that the Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father.® God has created everything and governs all
things. The Father is the Creator and Pantocrator for all his creation.
"The universe came into existence because God the Father willed it. We
believe in the one God, because there is only one God the Father.

1. God the Father Revealed in the Holy Scriptures

»

75  God reveals himself as Person: “I amM wro I am,” or “rHE ONE-WHO-Is
(Ex 3:14). This God-who-is-Person is the only one who really is. Eve-
rything else exists only inasmuch as God wills it to exist. God is holy,
that is, totally different from all creation. There is no other like God. He
is unique. Thus, it is not possible to imagine him with our thoughts, or
to portray him in any material way: “You shall not make for yourself an
idol” (Ex 20:4). In contrast to lifeless idols, the true God Zives. Lacking
appropriate words to express the mystery of God’s life, Holy Scripture
often makes use of anthropomorphisms, thereby applying to God the
behavioural traits of a living human being: God loves, converses, assists,
pities, is sad, becomes angry, does battle, punishes...

5 Liturgicon, The Divine Liturgy of our Holy Father John Chrysostom, Blessing prior to the
Anaphora.

5 CoNSTANTINOPLE I, Niceno-Constantinopolitan Symbol of Faith.
% See GREGORY OF Nyssa, Against Eunomius, 1,32: PG 45, 389.
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76  In the Old Testament, God reveals himself through various images and
events that witness to his presence: in the three travellers whom Abra-
ham received; in the vision of the ladder joining heaven and earth in
the dream of the patriarch Jacob; before Moses in the burning bush
that was not consumed; in the pillars of fire and cloud (see Ex 13:21);
over the Ark of the Covenant (see Ex 25:22); and as a quiet and gentle
breeze (see 1 Kgs 19:12).

77 'The Chosen People of God profess their God, exalting him with various
names: Saviour (2 Sm 22:2-3; Ps 106[107]:21; Is 43:3-4; Is 45:15); Crea-
tor ( Job 4:17; Job 32:22; Ps 95[96]:6; Is 17:7; Is 51:13); Lord (Ex 3:15);
Father (Ps 89[90]:27; Is 9:5; Is 63:16; Mal 1:6); Bridegroom (Hos 2:22);
and Shepherd (Ps 23[24]:1). However, the Old Testament titles were
merely prefigurements of the Revelation of God as the Father of the
only-begotten Son. “No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known” (J» 1:18).

78  'The Son of God, Jesus Christ, in whom along with a human nature “the
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Co/ 2:9), reveals the Father: “All
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him” (M 11:27). Jesus
teaches us to address God as “Our Father” (M# 6:9) and to imitate his
perfection: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”
(Mt 5:48).In Jesus Christ, the invisible God becomes visible for people:
“The Father and I are one” (Jz 10:30) and “whoever has seen me has
seen the Father” (/i 14:9).

2. The Father without Beginning

79 'The Church calls “Father” him who has no father, and was never any-
one’s son.”” The evangelist John says that the Word was “in the begin-
ning” (Jn 1:1) (in Slavonic, v nachali, “as the foundational principle”).
'The Holy Fathers understood this to affirm that “the beginning” is the
Person of the Father.”® He who is the personal Beginning of all is him-
self without a beginning that would cause him to be. In other words, the
Father is the Beginning without beginning. This antinomy expresses
the freedom of the divine Person of the Father, who is not caused by
anything or anyone. “The Father is ... said to be both without origin, and
origin himself—origin in that he is the cause and spring and eternal

57 See ATHANASIUS THE GREAT, First Letter to Serapion, 16: PG 26, 568.
58 GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN, Oration 42, 15: PG 36, 475.
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light.”™? As the Beginning of all creation, the Father fills all things, and
at the same time surpasses all that is created.

80 In her experience, the Church always contemplates the Father in rela-
tion to the Son and the Holy Spirit, and this Trinity (Triad) as a com-

munion of Persons.

I believe in one God, the Father glorified in the Trinity—unbe-
gotten, beginningless and endless; in the Son—begotten, yet co-
beginningless and co-endless with the Father; and in the Holy
Spirit—who proceeds from the Father and is revealed in the Son,
co-beginningless and equal to the Father and the Son. I believe in
the Trinity, one in essence, yet multiple in Persons; Trinity accord-
ing to names, yet one God.*

81 The Father is the Father because he is the Father of the Son and the
Source of the pro